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Watch the Northwest
Territories come to
life on the page in
this year’s Explorers’
Guide with the exciting
introduction of
Augmented Reality.
Whenever you come across this icon, you can access 3D
animations, 360° videos and more, to give you a deeper
sense of the adventure that awaits you in the NWT.
NAHANNI NATIONAL PARK RESERVE - ISIS ESSERY / NWTT

Use our new Augmented Reality app to see Virginia Falls up close
and personal. Download the Spectacular NWT app from the
App store or Google Play. Check out pages 8, 12 and 32 for more
Spectacular experiences. (Don't forget to turn the volume up!)
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AURORA
INTRODUCTION

The Northwest
Territories – a land
as wild as your
imagination
Here, the skies shine at any hour, filled with the midnight sun or
dancing Northern Lights. Larger than most sovereign nations, it’s
where Canada’s biggest river weaves through an empire of peaks.
Where herds of caribou darken the horizon. Where an endless
expanse of tundra explodes in flowery fireworks of colour.
Welcome to an outdoor paradise, where lakes are the size of
oceans, the fish are behemoths and freedom is infinite. The
Northwest Territories beckons you for an unforgettable experience.
One that will leave you forever changed.
CATHIE BOLSTAD
NWT Tourism President
We can’t wait to welcome you to the
Northwest Territories! Come visit and discover
warm friendly people, natural surroundings
that will take your breath away and
experience a sense of awe as you learn new
things, including about yourself. Whenever
you come, and whatever you do while you
are here, one thing is certain, this place will
change you and your story will be a richer one.
KATRINA NOKLEBY
Minister of ITI, GNWT
Welcome to the Northwest Territories – a
land of midnight sun and waltzing aurora;
a land where the wild things roam and tall
tales come alive before your eyes. Welcome
to the territory where welcome is spoken in
11 official languages, while the warmth of our
communities transcends language. Welcome
to a place that will leave you inspired,
renewed, transformed.
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come a searcher,
leave an explorer
No trip to the Northwest Territories is the same as any other.
Some seek adventure on our legendary rivers and trails. Others the
tranquility of nature. And some come for reasons they can’t quite
articulate. It’s a yearning. Something significant awaits.
You sense a change come over you on the road north, passing more
bison than people. You’re struck by the casual pace of the days. Here,
life happens right in front of you, not somewhere off in the future.
You get off the beaten path to commune with the land. A day hike
gives you a glimpse of a sprawling valley vista few have ever laid
eyes on before. You’re spoiled by quick-biting fish in every lake, river
and creek. A Dene elder shows you how to make bannock over a fire.
You wake up intuitively in the middle of the night. Looking up, you see
skies ablaze in rippling tapestry of greens and pinks and yellows.

ANGELA GZOWSKI / NWTT

This is what you
have come to
discover: A trip
to the Northwest
Territories will
forever change you.
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AURORA
THE
NWT WILL CHANGE YOU

CIRQUE OF THE UNCLIMBABLES GARY BREMNER / NWTT

FIND INNER STRENGTH

You will find an inner strength
you didn’t know you had.
The Northwest Territories is home to the Mountain and Hornaday,
the Thomsen and Thelon—some of the planet’s last truly wild rivers.
In this land, you’ll find the Cirque of the Unclimbables, heavenscraping peaks scaled by only the most daring climbers. And the lone
road in Canada to reach the Arctic Ocean, an epic odyssey crossing
the Continental Divide, winding through stark mountains and tundra.
Our waters and climbs, hikes and drives will test you. And when you
reach the end of your journey, you will have discovered something
within you that you never knew existed.
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You will discover things about this
land and yourself
There’s a magic and beauty to this place that we are eager to share
with you. Learn of Dene culture and values along the Deh Cho
(Mackenzie River), walking paths first trodden by Dehcho Dene 800
years ago. Snuggle up in furs and spend a night in an igloo outside of
Inuvik contemplating the ingenuity of the Inuvialuit who built them
to stay warm through the winter. In Canada’s newest national park
reserve, Thaidëné Nene, witness the reverence locals have for what
they call the Land of the Ancestors.
The Northwest Territories promises you authentic experiences, which
will stay with you long after you return home.

MAKE A DISCOVERY
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AURORA
THE
NWT WILL CHANGE YOU

IGLOO VILLAGE, INUVIK - ADAM PISANI / NWTT

CHALLENGE WHAT'S POSSIBLE

GREAT SLAVE LAKE - COREY MYERS / NWTT

You will challenge your beliefs about
what is possible
The Northwest Territories will bend your mind. It may even expand it.
With the midnight sun as your constant companion, you will forget
what day it is on a weeklong camping trip above the Arctic Circle.
Your fishing net will appear inadequate to heft a colossal Lake Trout
out of Great Bear Lake. You may get the sense you’ve stumbled onto
another planet leaving a boreal forest trail to enter the surreal salt
plains of Wood Buffalo National Park.
This is a land of extremes. Beasts are bigger. The wild is at your
doorstep. The NWT will surpass your expectations of what’s possible.
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You will BROADEN your horizons
We encourage you to experience this land in new and inventive ways.
Ride shotgun in a bush plane, cozying up next to the pilot and their
controls, as you take off on floats for an aerial view of a world that
has mostly escaped the influence of humankind. Or hang on tight as
a gang of ecstatic four-legged tour guides shows you their little slice
of paradise, weaving along forest trails and over frozen lakes in a
dogsled.
No matter how you decide to explore it—by paddle or kicksled,
flight-deck or fat-bike—the Northwest Territories will make you see
the world a little differently.

Keep an eye out for caribou when driving the Dempster Highway, as herds
migrate through the region in spring and fall. Maintain a respectful distance
(100m) in the wild, but don’t miss a chance to get an up-close look right now.

BARRENLANDS - ADAM HILL / NWTT
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AURORA
THE
NWT WILL CHANGE YOU

IGNITE YOUR WONDER

SNOWKING CASTLE, YELLOWKNIFE - RILEY VELDHUIZEN

You will have your sense of wonder ignited
Who knows when the spark will hit you?
It may be the transfixing and hypnotic Aurora that spontaneously
take over the sky and pull you outside of yourself. Or it could be
celebrating with joyous Arctic residents as they watch the sun return
to the sky after a month-long absence. Maybe it’s a trip down a giant
ice slide at a two-story snow castle, followed by a riotous dance
party in the very same venue.
If you’re open to it, the Northwest Territories will inspire you.
How will the Northwest Territories change you?
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AURORA

“The Lights are out!” A cry of delight echoes through a
Yellowknife restaurant, a remote lodge, a hotel lobby,
sending everyone scurrying for the exits with their parkas
half-zipped and their cameras whirring to life. Above,
a phosphorescent ribbon floats in the ink-black sky. It
creeps across the dome of the night, gaining intensity,
flickering with tendrils of emerald, then jade, like plumes
of strange fire. Around you, the evergreens are framed in a
weird unearthly gleam. Now, you’re gasping and squealing
with complete strangers. You’ve just witnessed nature’s
greatest lightshow.
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AURORA

OUTSIDE YELLOWKNIFE - KWON O CHUL / NWTT
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OUTSIDE YELLOWKNIFE - J.F. BERGERON / NWTT

The Northern Lights are a staple of the skies above the Northwest
Territories. Here’s just a taste of the magic that awaits you in late fall
and all winter long.

Why our Lights are brighter

It’s a scientific fact: The Northwest Territories is the world’s Aurora
hotspot. Here, the Northern Lights dance an average of 240 nights
per year, engulfing the sky, shimmering with colours that seem
close enough to touch. Why are our Northern Lights so frequent
and vivid? Because Canada’s Subarctic is blessed with crystal-clear
nights, ultra-low humidity, and a perfect location directly beneath the
Earth’s band of maximal Aurora activity—the “Auroral oval.”
The two best times to see the Northern Lights are in fall and during
winter. Once the midnight sun vanishes by late August, you can camp
comfortably beneath the celestial glow. Then starting in December
and running until late March, the nights are brittle, clear and very,
very long—providing the ideal conditions for the cosmic dance.
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AURORA

The Northern Lights flare up
when charged particles from
the sun interact with the
Earth's outer atmosphere,
setting atoms aglow like a
neon sign. The colours vary
based on the layer of the
atmosphere being excited.
The most common is an eerie
green glow, when oxygen
atoms roughly 120 kilometres
above the Earth's surface are
stimulated.

BLACHFORD LAKE LODGE - MARTINA GEBROVSKA / NWTT

Sometimes the Aurora
blaze brighter. This occurs
during Auroral “storms,”
when the sun ejects charged
particles in a blast of “solar
wind.” These winds hurtle
toward our planet at up to
three million kilometres
per hour, bombarding our
magnetosphere and sending
the Northern Lights into a
frenzied dance. Solar blasts
hit the Earth about 1,500
times per year. The bigger
the blast, the more vivid the
Aurora. The Northern Lights
burn violet or pink when
charged particles penetrate
closer to Earth, exciting
nitrogen at altitudes as low as
80 kilometres above.

AURORA VILLAGE - MAKI KAWAI / NWTT

What exactly
are the
Northern
Lights?
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If you’re keen to experience the wonder of
the Aurora, your options really are endless.
See them from a dogsled, a hot tub, a rustic
cabin, a comfy hotel, or in the middle of a
downtown street. In Yellowknife and several
other Northern communities, guides can take
you on nightly “Aurora hunting” excursions,
chauffeuring you far from city lights to
optimal viewing spots. Or check out one of
our world-class Aurora-watching lodges,
where you can play all day and gaze at the
Northern Lights all night.
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AURORA

AURORA VILLAGE - AURORA VILLAGE / NWTT

How to see the
Northern Lights

How to photograph
the Northern Lights:
Want to capture every detail of the spectacular spectral show?
Several NWT operators offer dedicated Aurora photography
workshops. But for a quick crash course, set your ISO to 1600, your
aperture to f3.5 or f2.8 (as wide as possible) and try a shutter speed
of five seconds. See what that gives you before trying longer or
shorter exposure times, different apertures or f-stops, and finally try
setting the ISO to 800. Every camera is different, so play around with
your settings to find out how best to capture the magic of the lights.
Remember to bring extra batteries: the cold can drain them quickly.

BLACHFORD LAKE LODGE MARTINA GEBROVSKA / NWTT

Photography 101
Shutter speed: This refers to how
long the shutter is open. Since it’s
dark out when you’re viewing the
Aurora, you’ll need a long shutter
speed to let in as much light as
possible. But this means the
camera is taking up to 20 seconds
to capture the image, so mount
the camera on a steady tripod to
avoid a blur.

NORTH SLAVE REGION - RORY FARRELL / NWTT

Aperture: This controls how
much light reaches the camera's
image sensor. A wide aperture
(low f-stop number) will let the
most light in. You’ll want to let in
as much light as possible, without
sacrificing what's in focus.

TWIN FALLS GORGE DARREN ROBERTS / NWTT

ISO: This indicates how sensitive
the camera is to light. A high ISO
number means greater sensitivity
to faint light, but it could also
result in a grainy photo. To capture
the perfect Aurora photo, you
might need to adjust the ISO.
Using a high ISO reduces the need
for a long shutter speed.
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FISHING
Northern waters brim with some of the biggest,
healthiest, most vigorous fish on the planet. That’s no
accident. Fishing pressure is virtually non-existent,
the waters are unspoiled, and our lakes and rivers
are literally uncountable. Gangs of iridescent Arctic
Grayling invade Subarctic creeks. Whitefish, Northern
Pike and jumbo Lake Trout haunt the chilly depths of
our freshwater inland seas. Brilliant-red Char thrash in
pristine Arctic rapids.
Whether you choose a half-or full-day excursion, to
fly-cast in a mountain river or spend days trolling at a
far-flung lodge, you’re sure to be hooked.
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AURORA
FISHING

LADY EVELYN FALLS - COREY MYERS / NWTT
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Fly-fishing

With only a few summer months
to feed, our fish are in a frenzy,
snapping at wet or dry flies.
You can wade the glacial creeks
of the Mackenzie Mountains,
casting for Bull Trout and Dolly
Varden. Hit the big spring runs
of Arctic Grayling on the south
shore of Great Slave Lake or
explore the lake’s North Arm,
where the shallow waters crawl
with fierce, feisty, metre-long
Pike, giving fly-fishers the thrill
of a lifetime.
18

FISHING

FRONTIER FISHING LODGE - COREY MEYERS/ NWTT

Northern fishing lodges put
the treat in retreat. These
wilderness wonderlands out
on the untamed Barrens and
on the banks of Great Bear or
Great Slave will wow you with
unparalleled fishing and finedining. It's not unusual for an
angler to have a 100-fish day
and because we practice catchand-release, all those fish go
back in the water, growing even
bigger, waiting to be caught
again. If you aren’t out fishing all
day (or night, under the midnight
sun), go explore these pristine
environments by kayak or on
backcountry trails. At the end
of the day, kick back and let
eccentric and experienced lodge
staff entertain you with a yarn
or ten.

BLACHFORD LAKE LODGE - HANNAH EDEN / NWTT

Lodges

Ice fishing

In many NWT communities,
guides offer otherworldly icefishing excursions. By roaring
snowmobile, rustic Bombardier
or relaxed SnoBear, head out
onto glittering frozen lakes, send
an auger through four feet of ice,
and drop a line for some Burbot,
Walleye or Northern Pike. And as
you wait for your next bite, stay
warm with bannock and tea,
prepared over a crackling fire.

SAMBAA K'E - BEN WEILAND / NWTT

Hire a guide

Visiting for a day? Or just a
few hours? You should have
no trouble finding a guide to
satisfy your itch to fish. They
provide the boat and the gear
and take you to tried-andtrue fishing holes. They will
even fry up your catch, using
their secret shorelunch mix,
for what’s sure to be the
most delicious fish you’ll ever
taste. Up here, you don’t stop
fishing when the sun goes
down—remember, for large
stretches of the spring and
summer, it never does.

WEKWEETI - PAT KANE / NWTT
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What lies beneath:

You won’t just find huge fish in abundance here—you’ll also discover
a surprising variety of species in our biggest lakes.
Here’s what lives in our underwater worlds:

LAKE TROUT

NORTHERN PIKE

BURBOT

INCONNU

ARCTIC CHAR

DOLLY VARDEN

WALLEYE

ARCTIC GRAYLING
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FISHING

Lake Trout stalk the pure, cold depths of our
famous lakes, growing to outlandish sizes.
Forty-pounders are normal and bigger ones
aren’t that uncommon.
Northern Pike (“jack” or “jackfish” locally)
can be found prowling warm marshes and
reedy backwaters. They bite at pretty much
anything, which might explain why they grow
so phenomenally long.
Burbot (or “loche”), the world’s only
freshwater cod, come out at night to feed.
You can also find them on Bullock’s Bistro’s
menu as “Great Slave Cod.”
Inconnu (also called “coney”) and Whitefish
are relatives and coveted lake species; the
former is a good fish to smoke, the latter is
ideal for frying up.
Arctic Char, the world’s northernmost
freshwater species, are meaty, mouthwatering fish that migrate into lakes in
summer or fall to spawn.
Bull Trout and Dolly Varden abound in alpine
streams and are a fly-fisher’s dreams.
Walleye (“pickerel”) and Arctic Grayling
splash in many of our rivers and creeks. Both
have pronounced dorsal fins: the Walleye’s is
spiky, while the Arctic Grayling’s fans out.
And don’t look now, but more pink salmon
are being found swimming up the Mackenzie
River each summer—warming waters may
be enticing the new arrivals.

FISH FACTS
The granddaddy trout

American doctor Aivars Slucis is the Ahab of the North. Fishing on
Great Bear Lake, he reeled in his Moby Dick—a whale of a Lake
Trout, perhaps a century old and estimated by his guide to weigh 78
pounds—an unofficial rod and reel world record. Did he mount it on
his office wall? Nope. He let it go, returning year after year, hoping to
catch it again. It’s still out there somewhere, waiting for you.

Big fish make better fish stories

In the Northwest Territories, fish grow to the size of a 10-year-old
child—and they’re just as energetic. Great Bear Lake is home to the
biggest Lake Trout on Earth. Local fishermen have netted leviathans
that approach 90 pounds, while in the lake's western reaches,
anglers have caught 70-plus pounders. A world-record Northern
pike was pulled from Great Slave Lake in 2017, tipping the scales
at nearly 28 pounds. The Northwest Territories is also home to the
planet’s largest Arctic Grayling and Arctic Char—beautiful scarlet
beasts weighing more than 30 pounds.
FRONTIER FISHING LODGE -COREY MYERS / NWTT

Hooked?

Now all you need
is a fishing licence,
purchased online at
https://licences.enr.gov.
nt.ca/Fishing-Licence.
A year-long licence
costs $20 for a Canadian
resident and $40 for
non-residents. And oneday licences are on the
way in 2020.
Remember, different fish
and bodies of water have
their own catch-andkeep quotas, so be sure
to consult the NWT’s
sport fishing regulations.
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PADDLING

Every river trip is a pilgrimage. Launch your canoe and you’ll
be paddling in the wake of legends: from Dene hunters
who forged the first portage trails, to expeditioners tracing
trade routes and chasing glory. Explore the fabled Nahanni,
considered the greatest wilderness river on Earth. Conquer
the mighty Thelon, which runs unimpeded through the
Barrens. Take the crystal-clear Horton to the Arctic Ocean.
Frolic in the house-high waves of the Slave River Rapids.
Before we had roads, we had rivers. They remain the lifeblood
of the Northwest Territories. Our waterways are lined with
traditional Indigenous towns, fish-camps and hunting cabins,
where friendly folks will welcome you with tea, tales, and
details of what lies downstream.
Up here, the lakes and rivers have always run free and wild,
just like when Earth was new.
Let your paddle be your pen, as it writes your next epic story.
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PADDLING

NAHANNI NATIONAL PARK RESERVE - COLIN FIELD / NWTT
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Marvelous waters –
from mild to wild

Explore our water world. Sign up for a guided evening of
storytelling and fiddle music by Voyageur canoe around
Yellowknife’s historic Old Town. Float downriver on a raft
as guides steer you through the wonderous canyons
of the Nahanni. Join a flotilla of flat-water kayakers for
an escorted journey among the islands and cliffs of the
East Arm, in Canada’s newest national park—Thaidene
Nëné. Rent a canoe in Hay River and spend a month
descending the mighty Mackenzie. Or paddle clear across
the Barrenlands to the Arctic Ocean, never encountering a
single town, never passing under a bridge, and likely never
seeing another soul all along the way. It’s all up to you.

BROKEN SKULL RIVER - COLIN FIELD / NWTT

Whatever your
ambition, whatever
your skill level —
whatever floats your
boat, really — the
Northwest Territories
has the ideal
adventure for you.
24

PADDLING

Delirious
day trips

Safe, placid routes can be found
at nearly every community
and park. Drift on the azure
surface of Pine Lake in Wood
Buffalo National Park. Kayak or
paddleboard among the colourful
houseboats of Yellowknife
Bay. Bob just offshore of the
charming Hay River Beach. Or
poke around the East Channel
of the Mackenzie (rich with
muskrats and waterfowl)
abutting downtown Inuvik.
Don’t have a vessel? Many
towns feature boat-rental
businesses, and even in small
communities someone will be
happy to rent you their kayak or
canoe. Even better, local visitor
centres and parks offices gladly
provide pointers, guiding you to
the best fishing, wildlife, scenery,
and more.

The world’s
best wilderness
rivers
The aircraft lifts off, dips its
wing to say goodbye, and then
disappears. You and your canoe
buddies are all alone. The weight
of the world lifts from your
shoulders. You’re truly free.

Now on the Thelon, “the place
where God began,” you paddle
for weeks through an Arctic
oasis to the saltwater of Hudson
Bay. Or put in near Tungsten, on

the Continental Divide, and drift
every inch of the incomparable
Nahanni, running rapids for a
month or more. You can float
the bracing snowmelt of the
Thomsen, the northernmost
navigable river on Earth, waving
to muskoxen as you go. Or kayak
through ancient, epic canyons on
the mythical Hornaday River. Or
descend the Mountain River, a
whitewater paradise, and gawk
at the changing landscapes
around you.
The options are endless.

Guided
journeys
galore

Even if you don’t know your bow
from your stern, the Northwest
Territories is a splash. More
than a dozen guiding companies
lead trips here—from quick
kayak jaunts out of Yellowknife
to three-week odysseys down
the Nahanni, and everything in
between. Some outfitters cater
to first-time paddlers who are
keen to be pampered: all the
paddling, cooking and hauling
are done by the seasoned
guides. Others are for experts:
you scout and run the big stuff
yourself. There are also specialty
trips—just for women, or
combining paddling with hiking.
There’s something for everyone
in the Northwest Territories.

EXPLORERS’ GUIDE 2020
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UPPER KEELE RIVER - MIKE PEAKE / NWTT

Outfitters, guides, rental companies and airlines will facilitate your
adventure of a lifetime, putting you on the water and getting you
back home safe. Consult our experts, shop our gear and grocery
stores, take advantage of our canoe and kayak rentals, charter our
floatplanes—and enjoy our hot showers when you return.

What you can
see on our
waters

Wild waves. The Slave River,
near Fort Smith, offers the
world’s best whitewater
kayaking. Here, skilled paddlers
perform tricks that must be seen
to be believed. Even if you can't
do a "donkey flip," the antics are
thrilling to watch.

Wildlife. The best way to watch
wildlife is to drift right past
it—muskoxen grazing along the
shores of the Thelon, caribou
down the Horton, beluga whales
congregating at the mouth of the
Mackenzie River, Dall’s sheep
mingling off the Natla-Keele.

Waterfalls. The Northwest
Territories has scores of
stunning cascades, from
curtained Lady Evelyn Falls on
the grayling-filled Kakisa River,
to roaring Alexandra Falls on the
mighty Hay River. Approached
from the safe side, you won’t
mind a little spray on your face.

Wild worlds. Marvel at the
river-carved canyons and access
barely trekked backcountry trails
on trips down the Nahanni,
Mountain and Hornaday rivers.
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Midnight tours. Nothing beats
a glassy paddle when the world
is pink, silent and still. If you
haven’t paddled beneath the
midnight sun, you haven’t lived.
Friendly towns. A water superhighway runs through the heart
of the Northwest Territories.
Spend a summer drifting down
the Mackenzie River to truly
experience the territory and
its communities rooted in
traditional ways.

NORMAN WELLS - ANGELA GZOWSKI / NWTT

SLAVE RIVER RAPIDS- DARREN ROBERTS / NWTT

HORTON RIVER - JASON VAN BRUGGEN / NWTT

MACKENZIE RIVER - BEN WEILAND / NWTT
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CULTURE
The Northwest Territories is home to a small population, but
a great many peoples: Dene, Métis and Inuvialuit have lived
here for time immemorial. Today, the territory comprises
a number of self-governing First Nations and more official
languages than most countries.
This is a place where cultures thrive, where skills, stories
and traditions are alive. Master artisans fashion ornately
beaded mooseskin moccasins and porcupine quill designs on
birchbark baskets. Drums, fashioned from dried and stretched
animal hides, are pounded from the shores of the Arctic
Ocean to the communities on Great Slave Lake, to celebrate,
to mark important occasions or to ring in great feasts.
The Northwest Territories is rich with history, teeming with
stories. Share yours and listen to ours. As the campfire
smolders and dusk turns into dawn, you will be enthralled,
inspired, and made new again, in the last best place on Earth.
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TUKTOYAKTUK - WERONIKA MURRAY / NWTT
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How to say Hi! in the
Northwest territories

Because it’s always important to make a good first impression, here’s
how to greet someone and say thank you in all 11 official languages
of the Northwest Territories.

Hello
Chipewyan: ?édlánet'ea
(eht-klah-net-eyah)
Cree: Tanisi (tan-seh)

Thank You
Mársi (mar-see)
Kinanāskomitin
(neh-nah-skohm-tehn)

English: Hello

Thank you

French: Bonjour

Merci

Gwich’in Dànch'ùh (dahn-choo)

Mahsi (mah-see)

Inuinnaqtun: Haluuqqagin (ha-look-ajin)

Quana (kwa-na)

Inuktitut: Ainngai (ai-ngai)

Qujannamiik
(koo-ya-noo-miik)
Nakurmiik
(na-koor-miik)

Inuvialuktun: Aaqana (ah-kah-nah)

Quyanainni
(koo-ya-nain-nii)

North Slavey: Negha dágó˛ ht’e
(na-ga da-go-t’ehn)

Máhsi (mah-see)

South Slavey: Negha dágo˛ndíh
(nay-ga da-gohn-dih)

Máhsi (mah-see)

Tlicho:
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Dàa̧t'e (Dah-cheh)

Mahsì (mah-see)

Indigenous tours

The Northwest Territories is a land where many people come
together. Sip steaming tea by a crackling fire as you listen to
traditional Gwich’in and Inuvialuit stories, before retreating to bed in
an igloo to sleep for the evening. Walk an 800-year-old trail along the
shores of the Deh Cho (Mackenzie River) and learn about the many
medicinal uses for the plant life growing all around you. Find out how
to dry whitefish at the mouth of the Hay River or at the confluence
of the Arctic Red and Mackenzie rivers in Tsiigehtchic. Catch a
demonstration of Arctic and Dene games or join in the excitement of
a handgames tournament. Visit hunting camps and sample local fare
on the coast of the Arctic Ocean. In downtown Yellowknife, witness
the labour of love that is moosehide tanning. There is so much we
want to show you.

NAHANNI BUTTE - BEN WEILAND / NWTT

NAHANNI BUTTE - BEN WEILAND / NWTT

DELINE - PAT KANE / NWTT
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TLICHO ONLINE STORE

There’s a story behind every pair of beaded moccasins—and every work
of art tells its own tale. Here’s a glimpse of the types of stories told in
the Northwest Territories.

An arts haven

We are home to a surprising number of talented and inventive
artisans, interpreting and reimagining age-old stories and designs in
new, innovative ways. Browse though prints made in Ulukhaktok or
Sambaa K’e, or try on cutting-edge clothing and jewellery designed
in studios all across the Northwest Territories. Each region has its
speciality—from birchbark basketmaking, porcupine quillwork and
moosehair tufting in the south to doll- and parka-making further
north. And our artists are proud to give visitors a glimpse at the work
that goes into their works of art. For more information about where
to purchase art in any NWT community, visit www.buynwtarts.com.
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Northerners know how to have
a good time. Whether they’re
welcoming back the sun, ringing
in spring, or revelling in 24-hour
daylight, there’s no better way to get
to know the Northwest Territories
than jumping right in and having
some fun.

LONG JOHN JAMBOREE - RILEY VELDHUIZEN / NWTT

Eventful times

Spring Jamborees

WHATI - TESSA MACINTOSH / NWTT

Across the Northwest Territories—
from March in the southern reaches
of the territory until May in the high
Arctic—communities say goodbye to
winter and celebrate longer days and
warmer weather with a weekend’s
worth of outdoor activities.
Depending on where you go, you’ll
find dogsledding and snowmobile
races, duck-plucking and tea-boiling
competitions, jigging and fiddling
contests, drum dancing and ice
fishing derbies.

Music and
Arts Festivals

LUTSEL K'E - PAT KANE / NWTT

In the summer months, Northerners
rock out under the midnight sun at
music festivals that feature local
artists and southern hitmakers. This
is your chance to hear traditional
throat singing and local drumming
and dancing. And year-round,
arts festivals that range from a
circumpolar horror film festival to
week-long showcases of unique local
creations give visitors an opportunity
to view—or try their own hand—at
Northern arts and crafts.
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Territorial
Parks

PRELUDE LAKE CAMPGROUND - DAVE BROSHA / NWTT

Crashing
cascades,
rolling rivers,
phenomenal
fishing

The NWT’s 22 campgrounds
are right where you want
them, highlighting our natural
wonders and making a tour of
the territory a snap. There’s at
least one campground along
each of our highways, and each
is located near an idyllic lake,
a wilderness trail, a stunning
lookout or vibrant community.
Ten campgrounds include
powered sites for RVs, and most
offer drinking water, showers,
firewood, kitchen shelters,
trails, and playgrounds, with
knowledgeable local staff eager
to make your stay unforgettable.
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TERRITORIAL PARKS

Get out on
the water

Every one of our territorial
parks is washed by wonderful
waters. Put your canoe on your
car and tour from campground
to campground, exploring more
than a dozen iconic lakes and
rivers. Hay River Territorial Park
lets you launch into Great Slave
Lake. Fort Providence Territorial
Park is perfectly situated to set
off down the Mackenzie. And
Reid Lake Territorial Park is the
jumping off point for shieldcountry canoe adventures along
the Tibbitt, Jennejohn and Upper
Cameron routes.

SAMBAA DEH PARK - BEN WEILAND / NWTT
HAY RIVER - COLIN FIELD / NWTT

RESERVATIONS:
Campsites can be reserved
online at www.nwtparks.ca/
campgrounds. Here, you can
plan your route through the
NWT with interactive maps,
explore various campgrounds,
check specific campsite
availability, and make bookings.
To avoid disappointment,
particularly at parks near
large communities, be sure to
reserve early.
FEES:
Tent pads: $15/night
Non-power sites: $22.50/night
Powered sites: $28/night
Powered sites at Fred Henne:
$32/night
CHECK-IN: After 2 p.m.
CHECK-OUT: By noon

ALEXANDRA FALLS - HANNAH EDEN / NWTT

SEASON:
NWT parks are generally
open from mid-May to
mid-September. Parks in
the Western Arctic are the
exception—their seasons are a
few weeks shorter.
MAXIMUM STAY:
14 days at Fred Henne, Fort
Providence, Hay River, Queen
Elizabeth and Twin Falls
Territorial Parks during peak
season (June 15-August 15)

FRED HENNE TERRITORIAL PARK - DAVE BROSHA / NWTT

CONTACT:
www.nwtparks.ca
(For detailed territorial park
and campground listings, see
the back cover map.)

EXPLORERS’ GUIDE 2020

35

national
Parks

The national parks of the Northwest Territories are Earth in its ideal
form: glorious, wild and free. Here, rivers race with pure snowmelt.
Peaks poke the heavens; waterfalls plummet from just as high.
Muskoxen, caribou, polar bears, and beluga abound. Some of our
parks are spoken of in reverent tones. Others are unsung gems—
virtually untrammeled parts of the planet, waiting to be explored.
EAST ARM, GREAT SLAVE LAKE -COREY MYERS / NWTT

Thaidene Nëné
National Park
Reserve

The newest park in all of Canada
is Thaidene Nëné, an ecologically
diverse area stretching from
the sheer cliffs of Great Slave
Lake’s East Arm northeast to
the Barrenlands, exploding with
life. Lutsel K’e is the closest
community to Thaidene Nëné.
Community members will comanage the park, named “Land
of our Ancestors” in Chipewyan.
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NATIONAL PARKS

Framed by four towering canyons, the South Nahanni
River gushes through an alpine oasis of bears, nimble
Dall’s sheep and elusive woodland caribou. Attractions
include Virginia Falls, an earthshaking, soul-stirring
cascade, plus riverside hotsprings, burbling tufa mounds,
and too many hike-able peaks to name. It’s a stellar daylong flightseeing trip from Fort Simpson, and an incredible
guided or independent expedition by canoe or raft.

VIRGINIA FALLS, NAHANNI - BEN WEILAND / NWTT

Nahanni National
Park Reserve
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WOOD BISON - DON JOHNSTON / ALAMY STOCK PHOTO

Wood Buffalo
National Park

As big as a European country, Canada’s largest park was
founded to protect the rare wood bison, the biggest land
animal in the Western hemisphere. The park bestrides
the Alberta border, encompassing pine-studded plains,
gleaming salt flats, karstland caves, and the PeaceAthabasca wetlands. Here, you will spot the world’s last
whooping cranes, a beaver dam so big you can see it from
space, and hundreds of bison. (Obviously). Best of all, the
park is road-accessible year-round from Fort Smith.
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NATIONAL PARKS

Sprawling across the pristine, big-sky
barrens of Banks Island, this park features
the world’s northernmost navigable river,
the Thomsen, which carries guided or
independent paddlers through an untouched
Arctic paradise. Here, muskoxen are found in
numbers not seen anywhere else on Earth.
Also, keep your eyes peeled for diminutive
Peary caribou, snowy owls and gyrfalcons.

Tucked against the Yukon border, this park
is named for the sacred mountain that
guards the headwaters of both the Nahanni
and Natla-Keele river systems. Here,
paddlers can traverse the South Nahanni’s
“rock garden,” featuring 50 kilometres of
continuous rapids, or try the less technical
Broken Skull River. Wildlife includes grizzlies,
mountain goats and Dall’s sheep.

Bordering the legendary Northwest Passage,
this is one of Canada’s least visited parks:
each year, more people orbit the Earth
than set foot here. That’s just fine with the
68,000 Bluenose caribou who make their
calving grounds in the park. Most visitors
paddle the canyon-framed Hornaday River.
Bird life—peregrine falcons, tundra swans
and jaegers—abound, as do ancient Inuit
archeological sites.

LA RONCIÈRE FALLS - CHARLA JONES / PARKS CANADA

Tuktut Nogait
National Park

BROKEN SKULL RIVER - COLIN FIELD / NWTT

Nááts'ihch'oh
National Park
Reserve

AULAVIK NATIONAL PARK - PARKS CANADA

Aulavik
National Park
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getting
here

ARCTIC CIRCLE, DEMPSTER HIGHWAY - COLIN FIELD / NWTT

Getting to the Northwest Territories is as easy as hopping on a plane.
But if you prefer the scenic route, the road trip of a lifetime awaits.

by aiR

Getting Here

Yellowknife enjoys direct service from Edmonton (Air Canada,
Canadian North, WestJet), Calgary (Air Canada, WestJet), Ottawa
(summer only, Air North), Vancouver (Air Canada) and Whitehorse
(summer only, Air North). Fort Smith and Hay River have direct flights
to Edmonton and Inuvik has direct flights from Dawson City, Yukon.

Getting around

Yellowknife is the primary departure-point for flights within the
Northwest Territories. Outside of the capital, Fort Simpson serves the
Dehcho region, Norman Wells serves the Sahtu, and Inuvik serves the
Western Arctic. Most communities have at least a couple scheduled
flights in and out per week. And charter flights (on wheels, tundra
tires, floats or skis) can take you (and your canoe) to our wildest
rivers, most isolated fishing lodges, and into our national parks.
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GETTING HERE

by road
Getting here

Three all-season highways
connect the Northwest Territories
to the rest of the world. A day’s
drive north from Edmonton
and you’ll reach Hay River and
our waterfall-rich South Slave
region, via Alberta’s Highway
35. In British Columbia, scenic
Highway 77 starts west of Fort
Nelson and enters the Dehcho
region two hours later just south
of Fort Liard, the ‘Tropics of the
North.’
Finally, the famed Dempster
Highway begins near Dawson
City, Yukon, and runs northeast
through stunning alpine country
to our Western Arctic region. A
12-hour drive will bring you to
the town of Inuvik. Two hours
more and you’ll reach the Arctic
Ocean in Tuktoyaktuk.

Getting around

Most major towns in the
territory, and many smaller
communities, can be reached by
road year-round. Nearly every
community in the southern
portions of the territory is
connected by highway. In
the Western Arctic, many
communities are connected via
the Dempster Highway and the
Inuvik to Tuktoyaktuk Highway.

DETTAH ICE ROAD - RILEY VELDHUIZEN

FERRIES AND ICE

In summer, four free ferries take
drivers across our unbridged
rivers. These include the
Liard near Fort Simpson, the
Mackenzie near Wrigley and
further north at Tsiigehtchic, and
the Peel near Fort McPherson.
(Check hours of operation in
advance.) For several weeks
during fall “freeze up” and spring
“break up” these ferries do not
run, preventing overland access.
In winter, ice roads constructed
by the territorial government
provide seasonal overland
access to most of the
Northwest Territories’s smaller
communities. Drivers using
these roads should be wellprepared for cold-weather travel,
carrying winter survival gear and
extra fuel. In winter, ferries are
replaced by ice crossings.
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Road
trips
the Dempster
and on To the
Arctic ocean

This is Canada's road to the top
of the world. It threads through
rugged mountains and radiant
tundra, crosses the Arctic
Circle, traverses two massive
rivers and winds through some
of the most beautiful and
remote wilderness scenery
in North America. Starting
outside Dawson City, Yukon,
and stretching 740 km to Inuvik
in the Northwest Territories, it
continues over pingo-dotted
tundra to Tuktoyaktuk and the
Arctic Ocean.
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ROAD TRIPS

DEMPSTER HIGHWAY - GEROLD SIGL / NWTT

You will pass through grizzly
bear and caribou country, stop
in small friendly communities,
and meet intrepid travellers who
also dream of dipping their toes
in the ocean at the edge of the
continent. This isn't any ordinary
road trip.
1.

Yukon-NWT: You have
crossed the Continental
Divide. Welcome to the true
Arctic, north of the Arctic
Circle.

2.

Peel River: The Abraham
Francis cable ferry takes you
across this major Northern
waterway.

3.

Natainlaii Territorial Park: A
great place to spend the night
and learn about Gwich’in
culture and history.

Arctic Ocean

11 Tuktoyaktuk

4.

Fort McPherson: Stop in this
community of nearly 700 and
visit the graves of the tragic
Lost Patrol.

5.

Mackenzie and Arctic
Red rivers: Take the MV Louis
Cardinal across the fabled
Mackenzie to continue on to
Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk. Or
cross the Arctic Red River to
visit Tsiigehtchic.

6.

Tsiigehtchic: Be sure to
visit this quaint community,
situated at the striking
confluence of the Arctic Red
and Mackenzie rivers.

7.

Gwich’in Territorial Park:
Hiking trails to scenic
lookouts and fishing spots
abound at this park on
Campbell Lake.

8.

Inuvik: There’s so much to do
in the cultural and economic
hub of the Western Arctic.
(Only 140 kilometres to go.)

9.

Treeline: You’re out of the trees
and in tundra country now.

10

9

8

Ice Road

Inuvik
7

Aklavik

5

Tsiigehtchic
4
2

1

3

Fort McPherson

der
T bor
n/NW
Yuko

Pe
el
Riv
er

Circle
Arctic

To Dawson City

6

10. Ibyuk: A mountain made of
ice—the second largest pingo
in the world sits just outside
Tuktoyaktuk.
11. Tuktoyaktuk: You’ve made it.
The end of the road. You
can’t drive any further. Jump
into the Arctic Ocean. You
deserve it.

PHOTO CREDITS FROM TOP TO BOTTOM:
TUKTOYAKTUK - TAWNA BROWN / NWTT
INUVIK TUKTOYAKTUK HIGHWAY - TAWNA BROWN / NWTT
INUVIK - COLIN FIELD / NWTT
TSIIGEHTCHIC - COLIN FIELD / NWTT
FORT MCPHERSON - COLIN FIELD / NWTT
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road
Trips

The Deh Cho Travel Connection

Welcome to the Deh Cho Travel Connection, a great circle tour of
Canada's northern frontier. A 3,000-kilometre trip that follows the
paths of gold seekers, explorers and trappers. See vast tracts of
wilderness broken only by small communities perched at the edge of
rivers or lakes.
Cross three of Canada's largest river systems: Peace, Liard and
Mackenzie. Visit a series of scenic waterfalls, readily accessible from
the highway. There’s thundering Alexandra, crescent-shaped Lady
Evelyn, or the rushing Sambaa Deh. All the while, watch for herds
of stoic bison along the road and graceful sandhill cranes strolling
riverbanks.
Drive the Deh Cho Travel Connection to really experience Canada's
remote northland.
ALEXANDRA FALLS - GEORGE FISCHER/ NWTT
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ROAD TRIPS

Mackenzie River

Behchokò
NWT

Yellowknife
Dettah

Fort Simpson

Nahanni National
Park Reserve
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Nahanni
Butte
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Jean Marie River

Fort
Providence
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Mackenzie
Bison
Sanctuary

Great Slave Lake

8
7
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10

Sambaa K'e

2

Enterprise

60th Parallel

BC

AB

12

To Edmonton

1.

BC-NWT border: You have
arrived North of 60!

2.

Fort Liard: A town teeming
with bison. Drop into the Acho
Dene Native Crafts store.

3.

Blackstone Territorial Park: A
perfect place for a picnic or a
peaceful night’s sleep.

4.

Liard River: Take the free MV
Merv Lafferty ferry across one
of Canada’s largest rivers.

5.

Fort Simpson: Explore the
beautiful and historic hub of
the Dehcho region.

6.

Jean Marie River: A quiet
community of 89 on the
Mackenzie River’s south
shore.

7.

Sambaa Deh Falls Territorial
Park: A phenomenal
campground with stunning
canyon trails that take you
around the racing falls.

8.

To Deh Cho Bridge/
Yellowknife: Detour to the
NWT capital.

9.

Lady Evelyn Falls Territorial
Park and Kakisa: Picturesque
falls and family campground
near the small Dene
community on Kakisa Lake.

ith
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rt
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11
1

Liard
River

Hay River
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Fort
Liard

Wood Buffalo
National Park

10. To Hay River/Fort Smith:
Drive to Hay River, Fort
Smith and Wood Buffalo
National Park.
11. Twin Falls Gorge Territorial
Park and Enterprise: Marvel
at towering Alexandra Falls
and then walk down a forest
path to tiered Louise Falls.
12. NWT-Alberta border: Grab
a coffee at the 60th Parallel
Visitor Information Centre
and reminisce on your
unforgettable time in the
North.
PHOTO CREDITS ABOVE FROM L TO R:
LIARD TRAIL - TAWNA BROWN / NWTT
SAMBAA DEH FALLS PARK - HANS PFAFF / NWTT
LADY EVELYN FALLS - BENJI STRAKER / NWTT
FORT PROVIDENCE CAMPGROUND - COLIN FIELD / NWTT

EXPLORERS’ GUIDE 2020

45

Day-Use
Areas
The wild roads of the Northwest Territories are dotted with 19
pull-off day-use areas. Picnic along the lake-studded Ingraham
Trail, barbecue beside your motorhome on a Great Slave Lake
beach, or tent-camp at Blackstone Landing after a paddle down
the Nahanni.

Western Arctic:

South Slave:

Ehjuu Njik Day Use Area [WA3]:
Spend an afternoon at this
Dempster pull-off picnicking on
the banks of Cabin Creek.

Dory Point Territorial Park Day
Use Area [SS3]: This picnic spot
overlooks the south bank of the
Mackenzie River not far from its
source at Great Slave.

Tetlit Gwinjik Territorial Park
Day Use Area [WA1]: On
the Peel River Plateau, this
Dempster Highway lookout
offers sweeping views of the
Richardson Mountains.

Nihtak Day Use Area [WA3]:
Find a Whitefish-rich creek and
boat launch at this Dempster site,
with access to Campbell Lake at
the foot of the Dolomite Hills.

Dehcho:

Blackstone River Day Use Area
[DH1]: This stop along the Liard
Trail is perched on the forested
banks of the Blackstone, near its
confluence with the Liard River.
Sambaa Deh Falls Day Use Area
[DH4]: Enjoy the hiking trails and
viewing platforms for the rushing
falls at this well-kept park.
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DAY-USE AREASREAS

Chan Lake Territorial Park Day
Use Area [SS1]: On Highway 3 in
the Mackenzie Bison Sanctuary,
watch for sandhill cranes and
bison on the roadside.

Kakisa River Territorial Park
Day Use Area [SS5]: Picnic,
launch a canoe or fly-fish for
Arctic Grayling off Highway 1
along the Kakisa River. A trail
leads to crescent-shaped Lady
Evelyn Falls.
McNallie Creek Territorial Park
Day Use Area [SS6]: A short trail
off Highway 1 leads to a view of
17-metre-high McNallie Creek
Falls. Look for cliff swallows
nesting in the ravine walls.

Twin Falls Gorge Territorial
Park - Alexandra Falls Day Use
Area [SS9]: From the Highway 1
lookout, peer at Alexandra Falls,
where the Hay River tumbles 32
metres. Then stroll the canyonside trail to tiered Louise Falls.
Fort Smith Mission Territorial
Park Day Use Area [SS13]: In the
heart of Fort Smith, explore the
historic grounds of the Oblate
Catholic Mission. Interpretive
panels guide the way.

North Slave:

North Arm Territorial Park Day
Use Area [NS1]: This Highway
3 park has a beautiful picnic
shelter, fire pits and washrooms.
Take a break here and enjoy the
waves on the shore of Great
Slave Lake.
Fred Henne Territorial Park Day
Use Area [NS2]: On Long Lake,
mere kilometres from downtown
Yellowknife, you’ll find picnic
sites, a boat launch, a popular
sandy beach, and a playground.
Yellowknife River Territorial
Park Day Use Area [NS3]: At the
mouth of the river, this Ingraham
Trail site is perfect for picnicking,
fishing, or launching a canoe up
the river or Great Slave Lake.

Prosperous Lake Territorial
Park Day Use Area [NS4]: On
the Ingraham Trail, launch into
Prosperous Lake, featuring big
Trout, towering shore-cliffs, and
the fun-to-run Tartan Rapids.
Madeline Lake Territorial
Park Day Use Area [NS5]: This
Ingraham Trail park is the ideal
starting point for canoeists,
boaters and anglers using placid
Madeline Lake.
Pontoon Lake Territorial Park
Day Use Area [NS6]: On a
scenic peninsula, this Ingraham
Trail spot appeals to picnickers,
anglers, and wildlife lovers.
Powder Point Territorial Park
Day Use Area [NS8]: This
Ingraham Trail site offers access
to Hidden Lake Territorial
Park. Launch your canoe for
backcountry adventure.
Cameron River Falls Day
Use Area [NS10]: A 20- to
30-minute trail hike over rocky
outcrops leads to spectacular
Cameron Falls, with a pedestrian
bridge that crosses the river.
Cameron River Crossing
Territorial Park Day Use Area
[NS11]: This sandy riverside
site beckons to hikers strolling
downstream to the Upper
Cameron Falls.

Looking for a campsite? For a detailed listing of NWT campgrounds see
the map at the end of the guide. For booking info, see P35.
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47

Practical
information

LIARD HIGHWAY - BEN WEILAND / NWTT

While you’re on
the road, here’s
some helpful
information:
Highway conditions

It pays to check ahead, especially
in spring when roads may be
soft. Road reports are available
through the Government of
the Northwest Territories
Department of Infrastructure
at inf.gov.nt.ca, on Twitter
(@GNWT_INF), or by calling
1-800-661-0750.

Gas and repairs

Always gas up when you can.
Diesel and unleaded gasoline are
available in most NWT towns. In
small communities, gas station
hours may be limited, or fuel may
be available only at “cardlock”
pumps, requiring a valid credit
card. Towing and repairs can be
arranged in larger centres. Some
travellers carry an extra jerry-can
of gas, but it’s not essential—the
longest stretch between stations
is less than 400 kilometres.
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Preparations

Check your tires often and be
sure you know how to change
them. Bring along a full-sized
spare (perhaps two on the
Dempster Highway). Summers
can be buggy, so top up your
wiper-fluid. In winter, pack a
shovel, flashlight, and coldweather survival gear. If you
plan on driving a winter road, it
would be wise to call ahead to let
people know when to expect you.

Communications

Except near towns, your cell
phone probably won’t get much
(if any) signal. Ditto for your car
radio. Download podcasts in
advance.

Speed and driving times

All NWT highways have posted
speed limits of 100 kilometres
per hour or lower. Take note,
the southern rule of thumb—
an hour per 100 kilometres—
doesn’t apply here. Plan for
12 hours to cover the 775
kilometres between Yellowknife
and Fort Liard.

Just pop your hood, activate
your hazard lights and
hail a passing motorist.
Northerners will lend a hand.
In winter, when travelling
on less busy highways or ice
roads, it is wise to let others
know your route and when to
expect you.

Unpaved roads can be dusty,
posing a hazard for motorists
passing other vehicles on our
two-lane highways. Always
drive with headlights on, pass
only in passing zones, don’t
tailgate and take it slow.

TSIIGEHTCHIC - TERRY PARKER / NWTT

Mind the dust

DEMPSTER HIGHWAY - GERALD SIGOL / NWTT

In case of a breakdown

The law says

Watch for wildlife

Big beasts roam our roads
and pay little attention to
passing vehicles. Bison are
most common in the south;
grizzly bears and caribou in
the north. While easy to spot
in daylight, caution should
be exercised at night. Take
it slow in the Mackenzie
Bison Sanctuary north of Fort
Providence, in Wood Buffalo
National Park, and on the
Liard Trail.

OUTSIDE FORT PROVIDENCE - HANS PFAFF / NWTT

Make sure you have your
seatbelt buckled and your
headlights on at all times.
It’s the law.
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The Northwest
Territories is
a complex and
constantly changing
place. It’s home
to five separate
regions, eleven
official languages,
and a multitude
of Indigenous
governments.

SOUTH SLAVE - DARREN ROBERTS / NWTT

Once upon a time, the Northwest Territories encompassed more
than half of Canada’s landmass, but over the last century, various
provinces and territories have been cleaved off.
Today, although we have a relatively small number of residents—
barely one-thousandth of Canada’s population—we comprise
many nations. We’re colourful, resolute and ridiculously
welcoming. Half of us are Indigenous: the Dene, masters of the
boreal forest for millennia, the Inuvialuit of the Arctic shores, and
the Métis, the vanguard of the fur trade. The rest of us, too, are
frontier folk: bush pilots, prospectors, adventurers. The real deal.
Each region of the Northwest Territories has its own history, its
sacred sites and hidden jewels—along with its own unique way
to leave an indelible impression on you.
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LONG LAKE - TAWNA BROWN / NWTT
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LITTLE DOCTOR LAKE BEN WEILAND / NWTT

58

TULITA ANGELA GZOWSKI / NWTT
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IBYUK PINGO, TUKTOYUKTUK - J.F. BERGERON / NWTT

WESTERN
ARCTIC

AURORA ARCTIC
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ACCESS
Inuvik receives jets daily from
Yellowknife and Whitehorse
and offers flights to Aklavik,
Sachs Harbour, Ulukhaktok and
Paulatuk, with charters to the
region’s national parks. Or take
a road trip of a lifetime to the
Western Arctic: the Dempster
rolls from Dawson City to the
sweeping Mackenzie Delta, rolling
past Fort McPherson, Tsiigehtchic
and ending in Inuvik. From there,
continue on to Tuktoyaktuk and
the Arctic Ocean via the Inuvik to
Tuktoyaktuk Highway.

The Arctic is a land of icons. Polar bears. Reindeer.
Muskoxen in a ring around their young. Tundra
sprawling to infinity. An ocean, frozen in place,
gleaming in the nightless spring.
And the people who call it home—the Gwich’in and Inuvialuit, who’ve
thrived here for ages along the mouth of the Mackenzie River and the
flanks of the Northwest Passage.
The Western Arctic may be remote but getting here is half the fun.
The Dempster Highway unfurls over the mountains from Dawson
City, Yukon. Now, too, there’s the Tuktoyaktuk Highway, Canada’s
northernmost road, stretching clear to the Arctic coast.
Once here, the options are limitless. Boat through the maze-like
Delta, rife with rare birds and beasts. Visit two national parks, Aulavik
and Tuktut Nogait, with stunning canyons, rivers and waterfalls seen
by only dozens each year. Sample local fare, like muktuk or dryfish,
and get a true taste of the Arctic.
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THE WESTERN ARCTIC
WILL CHANGE YOU.
FIND INNER STRENGTH

Drive the Dempster and then
onto Tuktoyaktuk for the
wildest adventure you can have
sitting down. Celebrate with a
chilly dip in the Arctic Ocean.
TSIIGEHTCHIC - COLIN FIELD / NWTT

MAKE A DISCOVERY

By taking the short ferry ride to
Tsiigehtchic to try a local delicacy
and learn why they say their
dryfish is the best in all of the
North.

DEMPSTER HIGHWAY - COLIN FIELD / NWTT
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WESTERN ARCTIC

CHALLENGE WHAT'S POSSIBLE

By teeing off in
Ulukhaktok and
playing nine holes
at the world's most
northern golf course.

ULUHKAKTOK GOLF COURSE - OLIVER GERHARD / ALAMY STOCK PHOTO

BROADEN YOUR HORIZONS

By rolling down the
frozen Mackenzie
River to Aklavik, on
a temporary ice road
that completely melts
away come spring.

OUTSIDE INUVIK - SHERRY OTT / NWTT

INUVIK TO TUKTOYAKTUK - ADAM PISANI / NWTT

IGNITE YOUR WONDER

By the roar of
thousands of reindeer
hooves as the herd
crosses the Inuvik to
Tuktoyaktuk Highway.
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Communities
Aklavik

Inuvik

Residents of this Gwich’in/
Inuvialuit town by the foothills
of the Richardson Mountains
were expected to move to Inuvik
in the late-’50s, but refused.
Hence their motto, “Never say
die.” Don’t miss the grave of the
Mad Trapper, the mysterious
backwoods killer who led
Mounties on one of Canada’s
greatest manhunts.

The Western Arctic’s hub
was built in the 1950s as
the territory’s first “planned”
community. Today, it’s a vibrant
mix of Inuvialuit, Gwich’in and
non-Indigenous residents, with
a rich tourism industry: hotels,
restaurants, galleries and a
variety of tour providers. The
Western Arctic Regional Visitor
has helpful staff and museumquality exhibits.

“Barrenground grizzly place”
Population: 623

Access: By air or boat in summer.
Via ice road from Inuvik in winter
Events: Mad Trapper Jamboree
(late-March, early-April)

Fort McPherson

Teetł'it Zheh – ““Place at the
head of the waters”
Population: 684

This friendly Gwich’in town
on the Peel River is the first
you’ll encounter driving up the
Dempster. Visit the famous
Tent and Canvas Shop, source
of heavy-duty trapper’s tents,
satchels and souvenirs. And
stop to see the graves of four
Mounties who died on the Lost
Patrol to Dawson City in the
brutal winter of 1911.
Access: By road on
the Dempster Highway
Events: The Midway Lake
Music Festival (August)
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WESTERN ARCTIC

“Place of man”
Population: 3,536

Access: Via the Dempster or
daily flights from Yellowknife or
Whitehorse
Events: Sunrise Festival (January),
Reindeer Crossing/Muskrat
Jamboree (March/April), Great
Northern Arts Festival (July)

Paulatuk

“Place of coal”
Population: 302

Near the western mouth of the
Northwest Passage, this small,
Inuvialuit community has deep
roots in hunting, trapping and
Arctic char fishing. It’s basecamp
for trips to Tuktut Nogait
National Park, boasting caribou,
dramatic canyons and the jawdropping beauty of rarely visited
La Roncière Falls.
Access: By air from Inuvik

Sachs Harbour

Tuktoyaktuk

Our northernmost community
is the only outpost on Banks
Island, Canada’s fifth largest
island. The island is home to
more than half the world’s
muskoxen, plus Aulavik National
Park, bird sanctuaries, the famed
HMS Investigator shipwreck,
and, possibly, a few “pizzlies”—
hybrid polar bear/grizzlies first
identified here in 2006.

Our biggest town above the
treeline, “Tuk” overlooks the
Arctic Ocean. Over the years
it has served as a base for
Inuvialuit caribou and beluga
hunting, a DEW Line radar site,
and a centre of oil and gas
exploration. Today it welcomes
visitors, who tour pingos like
Ibyuk, the second biggest ice hill
in the world, just outside town.

Access: By air from Inuvik
Events: White Fox Jamboree (May)

Access: By road, year-round
from Inuvik
Events: Beluga Jamboree (April),
Land of the Pingos Music fest (July)

Ikaahuk – ““Place to which you
cross” Population: 111

Tsiigehtchic

“Looks like a caribou”
Population: 982

“Mouth of the iron river”
Population: 198

Ulukhaktok

Stationed atop a commanding
bluff at the confluence of the
Mackenzie and Arctic Red Rivers,
this Gwich’in community is a
worthwhile stop for Dempster
road-trippers, who can stroll
the riverbanks, check out the
picturesque, 80-year-old church,
and get a selfie in front of the
community’s Hollywood-style
sign.

Formerly known as Holman,
this Inuvialuit community on the
west coast of Victoria Island was
founded as a Roman Catholic
mission in the 1930s. It’s famous
for polar bears, the world’s
northernmost golf course and
as the cruise ship capital of the
NWT.

Access: Via the Dempster, with ferry
in summer and ice bridge in winter
Events: Mackenzie Jamboree (April),
Canoe Days (August)

“Where there is material for ulu
knives” | Population: 444

Access: By air from Inuvik
and Yellowknife
Events: The Billy Joss Open
Celebrity Golf Tournament (July)
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AURORA
SAHTU
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SAHTU MOUNTAIN RANGE - ANGELA GZOWSKI / NWTT

SAHTU

ACCESS
The Sahtu is off the beaten path,
but still within reach. Norman
Wells enjoys daily jet service
from Yellowknife and, from there,
outlying towns are just a quick
flight away by plane. In winter,
you can drive up the Mackenzie
Valley Winter Road, with side
trips to Délįne and Colville Lake.
Or you can always see the Sahtu
the traditional way—by river.

The Sahtu is the beating heart of the North. Here in
the trackless core of our territory, the frantic outside
world has not arrived, and maybe never will. This
is the home of a grand inland sea, Great Bear Lake:
half a kilometre deep, crawling with 70-pound Trout.
Here too is the North’s king of rivers, the mammoth Mackenzie. Six
kilometres wide, pushing ever northward, bearing barges, driftwood,
and canoeists. It is joined along the way by wild tributaries like the
Redstone, Keele and Mountain rivers.
In the west, you’ll find a hunter’s paradise: the Mackenzie Mountains
and the famous Canol Heritage Trail, bustling with mountain sheep,
moose and other game.
The Sahtu is home to five vibrant communities. With no roads in or out,
insulate yourself from the hurries and worries of the outside world.
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THE SAHTU WILL
CHANGE YOU.
CANOL TRAIL - ANGELA GZOWSKI / NWTT

FIND INNER STRENGTH

By trekking one of the world’s toughest trails—the CANOL,
a three-week backcountry hike through a remote Mackenzie
Mountains paradise dotted with bygone artifacts of a massive
World War II-era pipeline.

By visiting sacred Bear Rock,
towering 400 metres above
Tulita, and hearing how
Yamoria, the great law-giver
of Dene lore, killed three
giant beavers and draped
their pelts there, forming
the mountain’s three
distinguishing red patches.
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SAHTU

TULITA - ANGELA GZOWSKI / NWTT

MAKE A DISCOVERY

CHALLENGE WHAT'S POSSIBLE

By setting out on
the expanse of Great
Bear Lake in pursuit
of the biggest Lake
Trout in all of the
world, with no signs
of humanity in sight.
GREAT BEAR LAKE - PAUL VECSEI / NWTT

BROADEN YOUR HORIZONS

By sitting astonished upon
entering Fort Good Hope’s
church, with Our Lady of Good
Hope’s humble exterior belying
the ornate cathedral.

OUR LADY OF GOOD HOPE IN FORT GOOD HOPE HANS PFAFF / NWTT

IGNITE YOUR WONDER

With a dayhike to
a scenic lookout,
during a weekslong paddle down
the Mountain River,
where you ask why
every single day of
your life can’t be
this thrilling.
MOUNTAIN RIVER - TODD LAWSON / NWTT
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Communities
Colville Lake

Fort Good Hope

Fifty kilometres north of the
Arctic Circle, this log-cabin
community is nestled between
rolling black spruce forest and the
gleaming waters of its namesake
lake. In 1962, Hareskin Dene
in the region began to settle
around the new Our Lady of the
Snows mission. Today visitors
can visit the small museum/
gallery, and fish for Trout, Arctic
Grayling and Northern Pike.

On the west bank of the
Mackenzie, just upstream
from where the river squeezes
through the Ramparts—a
towering limestone chute—this
Dene village has deep roots in
fishing, hunting and trapping. It’s
also home to one of the oldest
buildings in the Northwest
Territories: the ornate Our Lady
of Good Hope church, completed
in 1885, and now a national
historic site.

K'áhbamí˛túé – “Ptarmigan net place”
Population: 142

Access: By air, by ice-road in winter
Events: Spring Carnival (April)

Délı˛ne

“Flowing water” | Population: 576

This culturally vibrant
community, the first in the NWT
to achieve self-government, is
home to the only residents of
vast Great Bear Lake, which is
legendary for big fish and pure
waters. Délı˛ne claims fame as
the birthplace of ice hockey: the
first documented game was said
to have been played by Sir John
Franklin and his men when they
overwintered in the 1820s. Local
guides will take you fishing and
teach you about the area’s rich
traditions and environment.
Access: By air, or by ice road in winter
Events: Spiritual Gathering (August)
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SAHTU

Rádeyı˛lı˛kóé – “Place of rapids”
Population: 570

Access: By air from Norman Wells
or, in winter, by ice road up the
Mackenzie Valley
Events: Rampart Rendezvous (July)

Norman Wells

Tłegó˛hłı˛– “Where there is oil”
Population: 818

Tucked between alpine foothills
and the Mackenzie River, this is
a historic oil town—Alexander
Mackenzie reported oil seeping
from the riverbanks in 1789.
Today pumpjacks and storage
tanks abound. The town boasts
several hotels and restaurants,
and campgrounds (MacKinnon
Territorial Park and Jackfish Lake
Municipal Park). The Historical

Tulita

Tulít’a– “Where the waters meet”
Population: 531

NORMAN WELLS - ANGELA GZOWSKI / NWTT

Hugging the broad Mackenzie
where it’s met by the clearrunning Bear River, this
community, long occupied by
the Mountain Dene, got its start
as a formal settlement with the
establishment of a trading post
in 1869. Here, the Mackenzie
Mountains rise across the river,
while just north of town looms
distinctive Bear Rock, famous
in Dene lore. With two new
community campgrounds, it's a
great place to immerse yourself
in Dene history.

DELINE - TAWNA BROWN / NWTT

Access: By air, or by winter
road from Wrigley
Events: Spring Fling (April), Black
Bear Jamboree (August)

COLVILLE LAKE - HANS PFAFF / NWTT

Centre doubles as the region’s
main visitor centre, with
knowledgeable staff, maps and
brochures, plus gifts, clothing
and Indigenous crafts from
the Sahtu. It is a great place to
explore before heading out to
the Mackenzie Mountains or
Canol Trail.

Access: By air, or by ice-road from
Wrigley in winter
Events: Spring Carnival (April)

EXPLORERS’ GUIDE 2020

63

FORT SIMPSON - BEN WEILAND / NWTT

DEHCHO

AURORA
DEHCHO
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ACCESS
Near Fort Nelson, B.C., the
rugged Liard Trail provides
an all-weather detour off the
Alaska Highway to Fort Liard,
Fort Simpson, Wrigley and Jean
Marie River. Intrepid travellers
can continue by water taxi to
Nahanni Butte or chartered
aircraft to Nahanni National Park
Reserve, Sambaa K’e, or lodges
and rivers in the Mackenzie
Mountains. The Dehcho is also an
easy day’s drive from the North
or South Slave regions, and Fort
Simpson is but a quick flight from
Yellowknife.

The Dehcho is a land of big waters, big mountains,
and big hearts. For paddlers, coming here is
a pilgrimage. Dehcho means “big river”—the
incomparable Mackenzie, sluicing relentlessly
toward the Arctic Ocean.
Hustling to join it, the robust Liard. And then there’s the Nahanni, the
crown-jewel of Canada’s wilderness rivers and the highlight of every
canoeists’ must-see list.
Flanking the big waters are the spires of the Mackenzie Mountains,
rife with eco-lodges and fishing retreats. Here too is earth-shaking
Virginia Falls, to which Niagara is but a riffle.
For drivers, the Dehcho is a revelation—just two hours from the
Alaska Highway, yet orders of magnitude more wild. Moose and
bison rambling the dusty roadsides, and communities where the Old
North thrives—outposts of Dene, Métis, traders, bush pilots and
more, whose friendly faces and low-key pace will pacify your soul.
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THE DEHCHO WILL
CHANGE YOU.
SOUTH NAHANNI RIVER - WILLY WATERTON / NWTT

FIND INNER STRENGTH

By taking a week to let yourself be carried along on the Nahanni’s
exalted waters. When you return to the outside world, you’ll be
brand new.

MAKE A DISCOVERY

By hiking the
trail up the Trout
River—from the
canyon walls of
roaring Sambaa
Deh Falls to Coral
Falls upriver—to
search for millionyear-old fossils.
SAMBAA DEH FALLS - MARK PATRICK / NWTT
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DEHCHO

LIARD HIGHWAY - BEN WEILAND / NWTT

CHALLENGE WHAT'S POSSIBLE

By setting up a picnic in scenic
Fort Liard and watching as bison
casually use town buildings as
scratching posts.
VIRGINIA FALLS - HANS PFAFF / NWTT

BROADEN YOUR HORIZONS

By flying over Ram Plateau into Nahanni National Park and
contemplating how long it took for the river and winds to carve it out.
And then standing above Virginia Falls, twice as high as Niagara Falls,
and trying to comprehend all the water plunging over it.
NAHANNI BUTTE - BEN WEILAND / NWTT

IGNITE YOUR WONDER

With a snowshoe adventure on
a frozen river, before sharing
delicious Dene cuisine inside
a toasty wall tent outside
Nahanni Butte.
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Communities
Fort Liard

Echaot'ı˛e Kų́ę́ – “Place of the people
from the land of giants”
Population: 537

Sheltered by tall timber in the
rolling foothills of the Mackenzie
Mountains, this riverfront hamlet
is known as the “tropics of the
North,” enjoying warm weather
and luxuriant vegetation.
Located off the Liard Trail, some
30 kilometres north of the NWTB.C. border, it’s home to the
Acho Dene Native Crafts store, a
great place to pick up exquisite
Dene arts and crafts (birchbark
baskets are the local specialty)
and find out what’s happening in
the hamlet.
Access: By air and by road,
just off Highway 7

Fort Simpson
Łíídlı˛ Kų́ę́ – “Place where rivers
come together”
Population: 1,296

At the confluence of the massive
Liard River and the even-bigger
Mackenzie, the Dehcho’s
regional centre is a jump-off
point for visitors of the Nahanni
National Park Reserve and the
surrounding mountains. Stay
busy in town too, exploring
riverfront heritage sites (like the
Papal site visited by Pope John
Paul II in 1987), teeing off at
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DEHCHO

JEAN MARIE RIVER - BEN WEILAND / NWTT

the Seven Spruce nine-hole golf
course, and diving into intriguing
historical exhibits at the visitor
centre.
Access: Direct flights from
Yellowknife. By road (except during
breakup/freeze-up)
Events: Beavertail Jamboree (March),
Spring Gathering cultural celebration
(June), Dehcho Open Golf Tournament
(June 21), Open Sky Festival (July)

Jean Marie River

Tthek'éhdélı˛ – “Water flowing from
Magill Lake”
Population: 89

This tiny, tranquil Dene
settlement got its start in 1915
as a trading post, strategically
located on the flats where the
Jean Marie meets the Mackenzie.
It’s a good place to picnic at the
river, photograph the historic
tugboat now retired on shore,

or launch a kayak or canoe
for a paddle downriver to Fort
Simpson.
Access: By road, via 27-kilometre
access road off Highway 1

Nahanni Butte

Tthenáágó – “Strong rock”
Population: 99

Named for the stately mountain
guarding over it, this quiet Dene
settlement is picturesquely
situated where the South
Nahanni River pours into the
Liard. It’s a common stop for
paddlers exiting the national
park and offers awesome hiking
to the top of the butte. Check out
the log church and school.
Access: By river taxi in summer
(call ahead) or via winter ice-road
across the Liard.

Access: By air from Fort Simpson, by
126-kilometre ice-road in winter
Events: Sambaa K’e Fishing Lodge’s
annual fly-fishing derby (July)

Wrigley

Pedzéh Kı̨́ – “Place where the rock
goes into the water”
Population: 114

The northernmost Dehcho
Dene community sits on a
high bluff overlooking the
Mackenzie River. Tucked into the
Franklin Mountains, it’s scenic
and serene, with a traditional
lifestyle revolving around
trapping, hunting and fishing.
Access: By road (except during
breakup/freeze-up on the Mackenzie)
ACHO DENE NATIVE CRAFTS, FORT LIARD BEN WEILAND / NWTT

Sambaa K'e

“Trout lake place”
Population: 89

This placid Dene village was
formerly called Trout Lake, after
the body of water that sprawls
gloriously before it. The lake is
famous for fishing: townsfolk
run the nearby Sambaa K'e
Fishing Lodge, featuring log
cabins and excellent angling for
Northern Pike, Walleye and Lake
Trout, which grow huge in the
namesake lake.
SEVEN SPRUCE GOLF COURSE, FORT SIMPSON BEN WEILAND / NWTT
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ALEXANDRA FALLS - COLIN FIELD / NWTT

south
slave

AURORASLAVE
SOUTH
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ACCESS
A rarity in Northern Canada,
every single community in the
South Slave region has yearround road access, making it
an ideal summer camping or
winter road trip destination.
Fort Smith and Hay River
also enjoy daily flights from
Yellowknife and Edmonton.

Welcome to a land of waterfalls and wonder.
Here lie waters whispered of by anglers and
voyageurs. Creatures that are the last survivors
of their kind. And colourful folks from a braver
age, full of stories to share.
The South Slave is home to the impossibly deep Great Slave Lake,
with Canada’s northernmost freshwater fishery, and the rowdy
Slave River, where top-ranked paddlers compete on waves the size
of buses. It's where adventurers set off for the Thelon, the storied
Barrenlands river that takes you through caribou, grizzly and
muskoxen country. And don’t forget the royal waterfalls—Lady
Evelyn, Louise, Alexandra—literally steps away from popular NWT
roadways.
This is the gateway to big wildlife and wild sanctuaries—roaming
herds of bison, endangered whooping cranes, and regal wolves of
Wood Buffalo National Park. And big fun: with epic beach parties,
cosmic discoveries, and non-stop paddle adventures, South Slave
communities love to get together to celebrate what makes their
homes so special.
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THE south
slave WILL
CHANGE YOU.
FIND INNER STRENGTH

By putting your canoe in at
Fort Providence and beginning
a more than 1,700-kilometre
journey down the Mackenzie
River, Canada’s longest, to the
Arctic Ocean.

FORT PROVIDENCE - TERRY PARKER / NWTT

MAKE A DISCOVERY

By following the
Hay River from
Alexandra Falls to
Louise Falls and
learning the local
stories and legends
of the falls.
LOUISE FALLS- COLIN FIELD / NWTT

CHALLENGE WHAT'S POSSIBLE

By grabbing your
fly-rod, wading in to
the icy Kakisa River
and landing Arctic
Grayling after Arctic
Grayling during their
spring run.
ARCTIC GRAYLING - JASON VAN BRUGGEN / NWTT

72

SOUTH SLAVE

SLAVE RIVER RAPIDS - DARREN ROBERTS / NWTT

BROADEN YOUR HORIZONS

By flipping and twisting and bouncing around in house-high waves
on Slave River rapids—some of the best whitewater on the planet.

IGNITE YOUR WONDER

By camping out
under the stars
in Wood Buffalo
National Park—the
world’s largest Dark
Sky Preserve—
and watching the
Northern Lights
come out to play.

DARK SKY PRESERVE, FORT SMITH - PETER MCMAHON / NWTT
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Communities
Enterprise

Population: 131

Scenically situated beside the
Hay River canyon at the junction
of Highways 1 and 2, an hour
north of the Alberta border,
Enterprise is within hikingand-biking distance of Louise
and Alexandra Falls. Find out
why locals call their home “the
handshake of the North.”
Access: By road, year-round
Events: Itsago Dogsled Race (March/
April), Gateway Jamboree (August)

Fort Providence

Zhahti Kų́ę́ – “Mission house place”
Population: 719

Access: By road
Events: Deh Cho Championship Dog
Sled Races (December)
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SOUTH SLAVE

Denínu Kų́ę́ – “Moose island place”
Population: 561

Where the Slave River washes
into Great Slave Lake, this
Chipewyan and Métis town is
the oldest in the Northwest
Territories. Founded when the
Hudson Bay Company began
trading for furs here in the
1780s, trapping remains a
key local industry, along with
commercial fishing and timberharvesting. There’s lots of lush,
scenic lakeshore where you can
take a stroll, cast a line, or launch
a boat into the waves.
Access: By road
Events: Culture Week on Mission
Island (August)

Fort Smith

Tthebacha – “Beside the rapids”
Population: 2,709

This frontier town was once the
Northwest Territories’ front door:
all northbound river travellers
OUTSIDE FORT SMITH - JASON VAN BRUGGEN / NWTT

Stretching along a high
bank overlooking the broad
Mackenzie, this historic Dene
village is an essential stop for
road trippers, with gas bars
and comfortable lodgings.
Fort Providence boasts a quiet
campground on the riverfront,
top-notch fishing and distinctive
crafts like porcupine quillwork.
Keep your eyes peeled for bison,
which ramble the dusty streets
and graze in local yards.

Fort Resolution

passed through here while
portaging the Slave River Rapids.
These days, visitors arrive by road,
to tour sprawling Wood Buffalo
National Park, paddle in the Slave
River’s foaming whitewater, walk
or cycle the riverfront Thebacha
Trail, and check out museums, gift
shops and historic sites.
Access: By road, direct flights from
Yellowknife, Edmonton
Events: Wood Buffalo Frolics
(March), Paddlefest (August), Dark
Sky Festival (August)

Hay River

Xátł'odehchee – “Hay river”
Population: 3,824

An easy day’s drive from
Edmonton, this is the NWT’s
“hub”: terminus of Canada’s
northernmost railway, launchpoint for Arctic-bound barges,
and a key commercial fishing
port. It’s also the territory’s
second-largest town, with
restaurants, shops and lodging
options that range from eclectic
to more upscale. Best of all, it’s
situated on the south shore of
Great Slave Lake, graced with
the territory’s best beach and
all manner of possibilities for
boating and fishing.

Kakisa

K'ágee – “Between the willows”
Population: 45

This tiny, traditional Dene
settlement of log cabins,
blazing fireweed and fragrant
evergreens is nestled beside
the broad blue waters of Kakisa
Lake. It’s just up the road from
camping, fishing, paddling and
sightseeing opportunities at
stately Lady Evelyn Falls. There’s
a small convenience store with
limited hours.
Access: By road

K’atl’odeeche Reserve
Xátł'odehchee – “Hay River”
Population: 331

The only First Nations reserve
in the Northwest Territories,
K’atl’odeeche hugs Great Slave
Lake at the mouth of the Hay
River. It’s a centre of Indigenous
tradition and learning: visit the
Dene Cultural Institute, where
you’ll trade in your shoes for
beaded moccasins and take a
tour of Dene art and history.
Access: By road, and ice crossing
from Hay River in winter
Events: K’amba Festival (February/
March)

Access: By road, direct flights from
Edmonton, Yellowknife
Events: Polar Pond Hockey
Tournament (March), Hay Days (July)
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EAST ARM, GREAT SLAVE LAKE - COREY MYERS / NWTT

NORTH
SLAVE

AURORASLAVE
NORTH
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ACCESS
Getting here is half the
adventure. A handful of the
region’s communities are allseason road-accessible: Dettah
and N’Dilo, both on the outskirts
of Yellowknife, and Behchokó
˛,
an hour’s drive northwest
on Highway 3. Three more
communities, Gamètì, Wekweètì
and Whatì, can be reached by
ice-roads in winter or year-round
by air from Yellowknife. Łutsel K’e,
meanwhile, is fly-in only—unless
you have a boat or snowmobile.

Dense boreal forests and the wide-open
Barrenlands. Ultra-modern industries and
lifeways older than history. The North Slave
is a region of contrasts.
Here you’ll find the East Arm of Great Slave Lake, home to plunging
shore cliffs, profound blue depths, super-sized fish, and remote
wilderness lodges. And legendary waters to paddle, like Great
Slave Lake’s East Arm, its banks patrolled by muskoxen. The North
Arm of Great Slave, with sparkling waters and feisty pike. And the
frozen highway to Canada’s first diamond mines, made famous on
Ice Road Truckers.
The North Slave is the home of the Tłįcho
˛, the Chipewyan and the
Yellowknives Dene—a dynamic, diverse, welcoming congregation.
There’s no better place to immerse yourself in the calm, rooted
culture of the North.
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THE NORTH
slave WILL
CHANGE YOU.
FIND INNER STRENGTH

EAST ARM, GREAT SLAVE LAKE - HANNAH EDEN / NWTT

By paddling east to the
sheer cliffs of Great
Slave Lake, hiking Pike’s
Portage and setting out
for the Barrenlands.
YELLOWKNIFE - WAYNE LYNCH / NWTT

MAKE A DISCOVERY

By listening to Dene stories and legends of the Northern Lights at the
Naka Festival in Dettah—and then seeing those lights dance overhead.

CHALLENGE WHAT'S POSSIBLE

By spotting shaggy
muskoxen, qiviut
blowing in the wind,
high up the sheer
cliffs of East Arm on
a tour of Thaidene
Nëné National Park.
EAST ARM, GREAT SLAVE LAKE - COREY MYERS / NWTT
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NORTH SLAVE

WEKWEETI - PAT KANE / NWTT

BROADEN YOUR HORIZONS

By being swept
away by the
beating drums,
the building
chorus of chants
at a handgames
tournament.

FRONTIER FISHING LODGE - COREY MYERS / NWTT

IGNITE YOUR WONDER

By trolling around Great Slave Lake past midnight, feeling a fish take
your line and wondering whether it’s a monster Walleye, Pike, Lake
Trout, Whitefish, or Burbot you’ve caught.

EXPLORERS’ GUIDE 2020

79

Communities
Behchokó
˛

Gamètì

Once called “Fort Rae” or “RaeEdzo,” the territory’s largest
Dene community occupies two
sites straddling Frank Channel.
Orderly Edzo was supposed to
replace more traditional Rae, on
the shores of Marion Lake, but
most residents refused to leave.
Today Behchokó
˛ is the seat of
the Tłįcho
˛ Government and a
gateway to Great Slave Lake’s
island-studded North Arm.

This placid community got its
start in the 1970s, when Tłįcho
˛
Dene founded a traditional
settlement on the point between
Rae Lake and Lac Ste. Croix,
halfway between Great Bear
and Great Slave. Grayling fishing,
lake tours, and local crafts await
visitors. Intrepid wilderness
paddlers sometimes set out from
here en route to Behchokó
˛ via the
Įdàa Trail, a trade route the Tłįcho
˛
have used for hundreds of years.

“Mbehcho’s place”
Population: 2,010

Access: By road
Events: Ediwa Weyallon Handgames
Tournament (March), Happy Daze
(August)
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“Rabbit-net place”
Population: 301

Access: By air, or winter road from
Behchokó˛ in winter
Events: Meltdown Carnival (April)

Dettah
T’ è ɂehda – “Burnt point”

Łutsel K’e

Population: 233

“Place of the cisco fish”
Population: 319

One of two Yellowknives Dene
settlements on the outskirts
of the capital, this idyllic village
occupies an enviable spot on the
rolling shield-rock at the mouth
of Yellowknife Bay. In winter you
can drive, ski or walk here on the
six-kilometre ice road from Old
Town. Look for huskies howling,
whitefish drying on racks and
moosehides being tanned.

This traditional Chipewyan
community is the only settlement
on Great Slave Lake’s fish-filled,
cliff-cradled East Arm—site of
Thaidene Nëné National Park.
The scenic community is an ideal
jumping-off point for angling
and paddling trips in Christie and
McLeod bays, and over Pike’s
Portage into the muskox- and
caribou-rich Barrenlands.

Access: By road
Events: Naka Festival (March)

Access: By air
Events: Spring Carnival and Fishing
Derby (April)

NORTH SLAVE

N’Dilo

Whatì

Before goldminers flooded
Yellowknife in the ’30s,
Indigenous residents used
Latham Island as a hunting and
fishing base, near Back Bay,
Yellowknife Bay and Weledeh
(Yellowknife River). These days,
the southern half of Latham
Island is part of eclectic Old Town,
but the northern half remains a
Yellowknives Dene community,
home to cultural events and great
access to the lake.

This Tłįcho
˛ Dene community
is set on the shore of huge,
pristine Lac La Martre and is
known for its monster Pike and
Trout fishing, and migratory
bird life. Less well known is the
stunning Whatì waterfall—two
thundering spillways with fine
grayling fishing in the rapids
below. In a few short years,
Whatì—and its falls—will be
accessible by road year-round.

“End of the island”
Population: 200

Access: By road, Yellowknife city limits
Events: Fall harvest (late-August)

Wekweètì

“Marten lake”
Population: 501

Access: By air, ice road from
Behchokó˛ in winter
Events: Spring Carnival (April)
WHATI FALLS - TESSA MACINTOSH / NWTT

“Rock lake”
Population: 132

This smallest, most remote Tłįcho
˛
Dene community occupies a
gorgeous setting on the Snare
River as it weaves through sandy,
rolling shield-country on the cusp
of the treeline. No settlement
is closer to the great herds of
caribou that sweep through the
Barrenlands, nor to the diamond
mines that are the Northwest
Territories’ economic engine.
Fishing and hiking here are ideal.
Access: By air, or ice road in winter
from Behchokó
˛
Events: National Indigenous Peoples
Day (June 21)

WEKWEETI - TESSA MACINTOSH / NWTT
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yellowknife
Sàmbak’è – “Money place” | Population: 20,607

SOMBA K'E CIVIC PLAZA- AGNES WU / NWTT
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AURORA
YELLOWKNIFE

ACCESS
Though Yellowknife is a world
apart, it’s a snap to reach. This
is the North’s most convenient
air hub, with direct jet service
from Calgary, Edmonton,
Vancouver and Whitehorse/
Ottawa (seasonally). Once here,
scheduled and charter flights
fan out to almost every town,
fishing lodge and national park in
the NWT. Overland, Yellowknife
is roughly a 16 hour-drive from
Edmonton or 14 hours from Fort
Nelson, B.C.

Welcome to the best of all worlds. And the greatest
place on the planet to watch the Northern Lights.
In the capital city of the Northwest Territories, you might find
yourself at a gala ball in the Snowking’s snow-and-ice palace. Or at
an international music festival lit by the midnight sun. Or laid back in
a canoe at a paddle-in movie theatre.
Half of the Northwest Territories lives in Yellowknife, a cosmopolitan
city that punches way above its weight in cultural vibrancy.
Yellowknives Dene, Métis, and Inuit from the High Arctic mix with
folks from all over the world—Philippines, Somalia, Vietnam,
Jamaica. The local food scene is just as dynamic, with some of
Canada’s best Ethiopian fare across the street from authentic Korean
cuisine. Walking through town, you might smell jackpines, tanned
moosehide, Labrador tea, and frying fish. Whether you’re here for a
day or a month, you won’t run out of things to do. Yellowknife truly
has it all.
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yellowknife
WILL CHANGE YOU.
FIND INNER STRENGTH

By weaving
through forest
trails on a
dogsled to a
wall-tent where
fish is frying,
bannock is
cooking, and life
is good.

MAKE A DISCOVERY

By absorbing the interpretive
exhibits at the Prince of Wales
Northern Heritage Centre,
showing a history that long
predates the existence of Canada.
PRINCE OF WALES NORTHERN HERITAGE CENTRE DAVE BROSHA / NWTT

CHALLENGE WHAT'S POSSIBLE

When you catch
and cook your own
delicious lunch from
Great Slave Lake.

YELLOWKNIFE OUTDOOR ADVENTURES - J.F. BERGERON / NWTT
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YELLOWKNIFE

HOUSEBOAT BAY - DAVE BROSHA / ALAMY STOCK PHOTO

BROADEN YOUR HORIZONS

By paddling
on glassy
waters through
Yellowknife’s
houseboat
neighbourhood at
dawn to the sound
of calling loons,
the only creatures
awake in the capital.

FRED HENNE TERRITORIAL PARK - AURORA WONDERLAND TOURS / NWTT

IGNITE YOUR WONDER

By coming upon the Aurora—appearing suddenly in the dark sky on
a walk home, a paddle at dusk, as you leave a restaurant—making
the most routine moment instantly special.
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PLANNING
& ADVICE
Weather

Sunny and dry sums up summer
in the Northwest Territories.
In fact, Yellowknife is Canada’s
sunniest summer city. Winter is
obviously chilly, but it’s a dry cold
that you can dress for.
Here’s what to expect:
July

Oct

Jan

April

Fort
Liard

23˚C
73˚F

4˚C
39˚F

-18˚C
0˚F

9˚C
48˚F

Yellowknife

21˚C
70˚F

1˚C
34˚F

-22˚C
-8˚F

0˚C
32˚F

Inuvik

20˚C
68˚F

-4˚C
25˚F

-23˚C
-9˚F

-6˚C
21˚F

Sachs
Harbour

10˚C
50˚F

-8˚C
18˚F

-24˚C
-11˚F

-15˚C
5˚F

*Average highs, from 1981-2010, Environment Canada

Clothing

Think function, not fashion.
(Winter boots are appropriate
even in the North’s upscale
restaurants). In summer, have
a sweatshirt or windbreaker
handy in case the north wind
whips up. In winter, you’ll want
to dress in layers and have the
warmest gear possible. Many
guides and outfitters provide (or
will rent) parkas, snow boots,
caps and mitts.
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Banks

Your credit cards and debit
cards will get you by in most
situations. But travelling with
some cash, especially in smaller
communities, is recommended.

Insects

Don’t forget to apply insect
repellent. DEET works best.
Around campsites, burning a
mosquito coil is helpful. Deep in
the bush, a bug jacket is wise.

Sleep

The midnight sun is glorious for
adventuring. Not so much for
sleeping. Most hotels feature
“blackout blinds” that keep
your room pitch black. If you’re
camping, you may want to bring
a sleep mask.

Cell coverage

All communities have cell phone
coverage, but reception will
vary depending on your service
provider. On highways, cellular
service is minimal. In the bush?
Forget about it. Wildernesstrippers should bring a satellite
phone or rent one locally to
provide updates to loved ones
back home.

A Northwest
Territories
adventure is full
of surprises. Some
planning ahead of
time will ensure
these surprises
are pleasant.

IBYUK PINGO, TUKTOYAKTUK / DESTINATION CANADA

Bears

Grizzlies roam the Barrenlands
and Mackenzie Mountains. Polar
bears live up in the Arctic. Black
bears call everywhere else home.
Run-ins are rare but not unheard
of. Take precautions. Make noise,
keep a clean camp, don’t run if
you encounter a bear and pack
bear spray. Hiring an experienced
local guide is a great idea.

Water safety

Even in summer, Northern
waters are frigid. Life jackets
are essential, as are signaling,
navigation and communication
devices. Always share a float
plan: tell someone where you’re
going and when to expect you
back.

Alcohol

Many small communities are
officially “dry.” Don’t bring in
booze.

Hours

Stores and museums don’t
necessarily have fixed hours or
signage outside the regional
centres. If the door’s locked that
doesn’t mean it’s closed. It’s just
not open right now. Ask a local.
Chances are, they can help you
find the manager.

Culture & language

Up here, nature is boss,
and everything happens on
Northern Time so roll with
it and relax. English is used
nearly universally, though some
elders and children speak only
Indigenous languages. You’ll
get by fine with hand gestures,
humour and silence.
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Prince of Wales

Northern Heritage Centre

Journey through
NWT culture
and heritage
at the museum

Fr e e a d m i

ssi

on

Open daily from 10:30am to 5pm, Thursdays until 9pm
Open statutory holidays June to September
Legislative
Assembly

Chateau
Nova
Explorer
Hotel

Prince of Wales

Northern
Heritage
Centre
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AURORA
City Hall

Restaurant hours

Monday to Friday 10:30am to 4:30pm
Reservations: www.flavourtrader.com

www.pwnhc.ca
867.767.9347

An Unforgettable
Adventure.
A memorable stay.

With Yellowknife’s largest selection of rooms
and suites, unmatched hospitality, and
unequalled fine & casual dining, The Explorer
Hotel is your basecamp to northern adventure.
1.800.661.0892 | ExplorerHotel.ca | Yellowknife, NWT

New in 2020
Tour a diamond mine!

Fly to Rio Tinto’s Diavik Diamond Mine in Canada’s Arctic.

Visit the source of your next diamond!

For more information: diaviktours@riotinto.com
EXPLORERS’ GUIDE 2020
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Imagine yourself here
Imaginez-vous ici
1-867-777-8800

90

SPECTACULARNWT.COM

pc.gc.ca/ivvavik

EXPLORERS.

WE CAN TAKE
YOU THERE.

Reservations: 1-800-267-1247
canadiannorth.com | F T I L
EXPLORERS’ GUIDE 2020
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an event of

the rotary

r
club hay rive

sunrise

HAy River
July 7-11, 2020

MUSIC, ARTS & CULTURE FESTIVAL
Workshops for all ages
Music Hop
Live bands hosted by local establishments
Street Fest and Corporate Art Attack
Northern Arts & Crafts Vendors
Family and Kids Activities
Saturday Night Shaker On The Beach
Live bands, licensed event under the midnight
sun on the beach of Great Slave Lake

@haydaysfestival #haydaysfestival
For events, schedules, registration & lineups visit us at:

haydaysfestival.com
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EXPLORE YELLOWKNIFE BY FAT BIKE • BEGINNER TO EXPERIENCED
ANY SEASON, ANY REASON TO RIDE

Book a custom tour
for your group today.
borealisbiketours-unlimited.com
1 (867) 447-0050

Enjoy the Wilderness

… comfortably

Nestled in the majestic Mackenzie Mountains in
Canada’s Northwest Territories, sits the most exclusive
backcountry destination – Ten Stone Mountain Lodge.
Ideal for hiking, wildlife viewing or just plain relaxing in one of
the world’s most spectacular landscapes.
For information on rates and packages,
visit north-wrightairways.com
or call

867-587-2288
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1.866.722.6682

NOVAHOTELS.CA

A GREAT PLACE TO

MEET, EAT, HOST & STAY

MODERN ROOMS & SUITES
EXECUTIVE APARTMENT SUITES
QUARRY RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
CONFERENCE & MEETING ROOMS
FITNESS CENTRE, SAUNA, & STEAM ROOM

867.766.6682 | 4571 - 48TH STREET, YELLOWKNIFE, NT X1A 0E2
ACHESON | EDMONTON | EDSON | INUVIK | KINDERSLEY | MANNING | PEACE RIVER | YELLOWKNIFE

OUR
NORTHERN
BOOKS

WHERE NEW FLAVOURS
AND GOOD FRIENDS MEET.
Gourmet pizza. Smoked meats.
Craft beer and cocktails.

867.920.5500

484 Range Lake Rd

Copperhouse.ca
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EACH PIECE OF ART TELLS A STORY
NWT Arts connects you with that story
In stores and galleries, the NWT Arts logo identifies authentic Northwest
Territories arts and fine crafts created by artists registered with the NWT
Arts Program. Artists create one-of-a-kind handmade pieces that capture
their northern spirit and share their unique stories of living in Canada’s
Northwest Territories.
Connect with artists and learn
Where to Buy NWT Art at nwtarts.com
Artists Left to Right: Bobby Manuel, Colville Lake
April Glaicar, Hay River | Catherine Cockney, Inuvik

4.125 x 3.5938.indd 1

2019-10-25 3:34 PM

PROTECT OUR
ENVIRONMENT
Protect and conserve our ecosystems and our natural resources
for future generations. We are all stewards of the environment.
• Report all Spills
1-867-920-8130 (collect calls accepted)
• Report a Poacher 1-866-763-2437
• Report a Wildfire 1-877-NWT-FIRE (698-3473)

enr.gov.nt.ca

128-515 Explorers Guide
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IF YOU SEE A BISON
in the Bison Control Area…

Bison populations in the Slave River Lowlands and the Wood Buffalo National Park area are
infected with bovine tuberculosis and brucellosis. In 1987, the Bison Control Area (BCA)
was created to prevent the spread of these diseases to the healthy Mackenzie and Nahanni
populations.
The BCA establishes an exclusionary zone between the diseased and disease-free
populations. The objectives of the program are to detect and remove any bison within this
zone and to keep bison from becoming established in it. The Department of Environment
and Natural Resources monitors the Bison Control Area and public reports are an important
part of the program.
Under Northwest Territories Wildlife regulations, a resident may, at any time, hunt bison
within the BCA. A hunter who kills a bison in the BCA is required to report the incident as
soon as possible.
If you would like
more information
regarding the BCA,
please contact any
ENR office, or visit
www.enr.gov.nt.ca.

The BCA program
is jointly funded by
Parks Canada and the
Government of the
Northwest Territories.

Please Report!
If you see a bison in the Bison Control Area,

961-866-629-6438
AURORA
call
(or the nearest ENR office) as soon as possible!

EXPLORERS’ GUIDE 2020

97

WWW.NWTBREWINGCO.COM
3905 Franklin Ave. | Yellowknife

|

LUNCH • DINNER • SATURDAY BRUNCH
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Your Canoe Trip
Starts Here

Photos: Canoe North Adventures

Experience the pristine wilderness of the Mackenzie Mountains and Barrenlands
of The Sahtu Region, your Gateway to Adventure! The Town of Norman Wells
is your jumping-off point and boasts experienced operators and world-class
amenities required to launch your multi-day canoe adventure. North-Wright
Airways is proud to be your aviation leader in connecting you to the wildest rivers
on earth, including the Snake, Natla, Keele, Mountain, Redstone, Anderson,
Horton, Great Bear and Broken Skull Rivers.

This is what we do and what we do well.
• Fully-Guided Expeditions • Canoe and Equipment Rental • Accommodation &
Meals • Wood-ﬁred Sauna • Gear Storage • Airport Shuttles • Charter ﬂights by
Experienced Mountain Pilots • Logistical Support

north-wrightairways.com
867-587-2288

canoenorthadventures.com
EXPLORERS’ GUIDE 2020 99
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2015 BEST TOUR OPERATOR AWARD 最傑出旅行社大奬
2017 OUTSTANDING BUSINESS AWARD 最優秀商業大奬
CITIE 2018 THE BEST OUTBOUND TRAVEL OPERATOR PRIZE

SHOP NORTHERN IMAGES
Small inukshuks
Home decor
Northern Apparel
Sculptures
Hand-made jewellery
Prints & wall hangings

VISIT US TODAY
4801 Franklin Ave
M-F: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Weekends: 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

@NorthernImagesArt
EXPLORERS’ GUIDE 2020
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SIMPSON AIR
AND NAHANNI
MOUNTAIN LODGE

Simpson Air and Nahanni Mountain Lodge
offer fly-in tours of the Nahanni National Park
Reserve. View and photograph Canada’s
deepest canyons, highest waterfall (Virginia
Falls), glaciers, hot springs and wildlife.

SIMPSONAIR.CA
“Canada’s ‘Big
River’ flows through
some of the world’s
most breathtaking
mountain scenery.”

For more information, please call us at
(867) 695-2505 or email info@simpsonair.ca

SPORT
FISHING
LICENCES
are available online!
Purchase yours at enr.gov.nt.ca

128-516
Explorers Guide
102
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SAFETY IN
BEAR COUNTRY

You are in bear country. Be bear aware.
Treat bears with respect and take precautions
when camping or travelling on the land.
Contact the ENR office nearest you:
Fort Simpson
Fort Smith
Inuvik
Norman Wells
Yellowknife

867-695-7450
867-872-6400
867-678-6650
867-587-3506
867-767-9238 ext. 53461

enr.gov.nt.ca

128-513 Explorers Guide

GEAR UP LIKE A LOCAL AT
OVERLANDER SPORTS

Rental Gear Available:
Cross-Country Skis, Skates,
Snowshoes, Fatbikes,
Canoes, Kayaks, and SUPs

OVERLANDERSPORTS.COM
T: 867.873.2474
F: 867.920.4079
4909 50TH ST.
YELLOWKNIFE, NT
EXPLORERS’ GUIDE 2020
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VISIT & DISCOVER
CANADIAN DIAMONDS
EXPERIENCE THE A-Z OF DIAMONDS.

•
•

•

•

Billions of years of history.
Follow a diamond on its journey from

beneath the arctic tundra to the
beautiful and brilliant stone you see
today.
See the tools of the diamond industry

and watch real diamond cutters at
work.
See real Canadian rough and polished
diamonds and purchase from a

selection of diamonds - mined, cut and
polished right here in Yellowknife!

THE LARGEST SELECTION
Try your hand at diamond
polishing during one of our
regular demonstrations

OF CANADIAN DIAMONDS
AND DIAMOND JEWELLERY

西北地区钻石中心
探索钻石的本源
西北地區鑽石中心
探索鑽石的本源
NWT 다이아몬드 센터
다이아몬드의 기원을 찾아보세요
ノースウエスト準州ダイヤモンドセンター
ダイヤモンドの起源を探ります
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5105 49th Street,Yellowknife
(867) 920-7108
nwtdiamondcentre.com

LEGEND
WESTERN ARCTIC (WA)

SOUTH SLAVE (SS)

Communities:
Aklavik
Fort McPherson
Inuvik
Paulatuk
Sachs Harbour
Tsiigehtchic
Tuktoyaktuk
Ulukhaktok

Communities:
Enterprise
Fort Providence
Fort Resolution
Fort Smith
Hay River
Kakisa
K’atl’odeeche First Nation

WA1 Tetlit Gwinjik Day Use Area
WA2 Natainlaii Territorial Park
WA3 Gwich’in Territorial Park (includes multiple
sites and day-use areas)
WA4 Jàk Territorial Park
WA5 Happy Valley Territorial Park

SAHTU (SA)
Communities:
Colville Lake
DéĮine
Fort Good Hope
Norman Wells
Tulita
SA1 MacKinnon Territorial Park

DEHCHO (DH)
Communities:
Fort Liard
Fort Simpson
Jean Marie River
Nahanni Butte
Sambaa K’e
Wrigley
DH1
DH2
DH3
DH4

Blackstone River Day Use Area
Blackstone Territorial Park
Fort Simpson Territorial Park
Sambaa Deh Falls Territorial Park

Western Arctic
Sahtu
North Slave
South Slave
Dehcho

NORTHWEST
TERRITORIES
The Northwest Territories
is 1.2 million square
kilometres and is home
to 44,000 people who live
in the 33 communities.

SS1
SS2
SS3
SS4
SS5
SS6
SS7
SS8
SS9

Chan Lake Territorial Park Day Use Area
Fort Providence Territorial Park
Dory Point Territorial Park Day Use Area
Lady Evelyn Falls Territorial Park
Kakisa River Territorial Park Day Use Area
McNallie Creek Territorial Park Day Use Area
Hay River Territorial Park
60th Parallel Territorial Park
Twin Falls Gorge Territorial Park (includes
multiple campgrounds and day-use areas)
SS10 Little Buffalo River Crossing Territorial Park
SS11 Little Buffalo River Falls Territorial Park
SS12 Queen Elizabeth Territorial Park
SS13 Fort Smith Mission Territorial Park
Day Use Area

WA5 WA4
WA3

WA2

Paved Surface
Unpaved Surface
Winter Access Only
Private Road
Heritage River

ROAD DISTANCES

WA1

From Yellowknife to:

NORTH SLAVE (NS)
Communities:
Behchokò˛
Dettah
Gameti
Lutsel K’e
N'Dilo
Whati
Wekweeti
Yellowknife

ROUTES

GETTING HERE
Air Canada | www.aircanada.com
Canadian North | www.canadiannorth.com
West Jet | www.westjet.com
Air North | www.flyairnorth.com
Northwestern Air Lease | www.nwal.ca

NS4
NS3

NS5

NS7
NS6

Ingraham Trail

NS8

NS9
NS10
NS11

SA1

NS12

Vancouver, BC
Edmonton, AB
Calgary, AB
Winnipeg, MB
Toronto, ON
Ottawa, ON
Chicago, IL
Dallas, TX
Salt Lake City, UT
Denver, CO

Miles

KM

1613
937
1110
1773
2824
3037
3078
3150
2036
2391

2595
1508
1789
2853
4544
4887
4953
5069
3278
3848

NS1 North Arm Territorial Park Day Use Area
NS2 Fred Henne Territorial Park
NS3 Yellowknife River Territorial Park Day Use Area
NS4 Prosperous Lake Territorial Park Day Use Area
NS5 Madeline Lake Territorial Park Day Use Area
NS6 Pontoon Lake Territorial Park Day Use Area
NS7 Prelude Lake Territorial Park
NS8 Powder Point Territorial Park Day Use Area
NS9 Hidden Lake Territorial Park (Backcountry)
NS10 Cameron Falls Day Use Area/Hiking Trail
NS11 Cameron River Crossing Territorial Park
Day Use Area
NS12 Reid Lake Territorial Park

Behchokòò˛
Behchok
NS1

DH3

N’Dilo
Thaidene Nëné
National Park Reserve

NS2

SS1

DH4

DH1

Kilometres 0.62140
Litres 0.26420
Kilograms 2.20460

K’atl’odeeche
First Nation
SS5
SS6 SS7

SS10

Sambaa K’e
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972
616
786
1085
1906
1930
1792
2191
1505
1616
1942

ii

SS8

SS9

SS11 SS13
SS12

Capital
Community
THEMED ROUTES
Dempster Highway
Frontier Trail

KM

1564
991
1265
1746
3068
3106
2883
3526
2422
2600
3125

Heritage Route
Ingraham Trail
Liard Trail
Waterfalls Route
Wood Buffalo Route
SYMBOLS

Ferry
Waterfall
Historical Site
Diamond Mine
Day Use Parks

Metric Multiplied by US Units

SS3
SS4

Miles

METRIC CONVERSIONS

SS2
DH2

Vancouver, BC
Edmonton, AB
Calgary, AB
Winnipeg, MB
Toronto, ON
Ottawa, ON
Chicago, IL
Dallas, TX
Salt Lake City, UT
Denver, CO
Los Angeles

COMMUNITIES

Great Slave Route

AIR DISTANCES
From Yellowknife to:

Canol Hiking Route

Miles
Gallons
Pounds

Parks with Campgrounds
National Parks/Landmarks

Territorial Parks
and Campgrounds
Western Arctic:

Dehcho:

Natainlaii Territorial Park
Campground [WA2]:
This park is nestled among spruce
trees on a cliff overlooking the Peel
River, just outside of Fort McPherson.
The visitor centre offers a fascinating
glimpse of Gwich’in life. There are 23
non-powered sites and engaging staff.

Blackstone Territorial
Park Campground [DH2]:
Off the Liard Trail, Blackstone sits by
the mountain-flanked Liard River,
with 19 non-powered campsites,
washrooms with running water and
showers, welcoming staff, an intriguing
interpretive centre, and boat launch.

Gwich’in Territorial Park
Campground [WA3]:
On Campbell Lake, half an hour south
of Inuvik on the Dempster Highway,
this campground has 23 non-powered
campsites, 12 tent sites and a boat
launch.

Fort Simpson Territorial Park
Campground [DH3]:
Overlooking the Mackenzie-Liard
confluence near the historic Papal
Site, and within walking distance of
downtown Fort Simpson, this idyllic
spot has 21 powered sites, 11 nonpowered sites, and washrooms with
running water and showers.

Vadzaih Van Tshik Territorial Park
Campground [WA3]
Beside cliff-flanked Caribou Creek
north of Tsiigehtchic on the Dempster
Highway, this campground will appeal
to birders – kingfishers skim the
water and peregrine falcons nest
nearby. There are six non-powered
sites.
Jàk Territorial Park Campground
[WA4]:
Just outside Inuvik, this park features
an observation tower with excellent
views and prime birding. There are 10
powered and 26 non-powered sites,
trails, washrooms with running water
and showers, interpretive displays
and friendly staff.
Happy Valley Territorial Park
Campground [WA5]:
This campground is in the heart of
Inuvik, on a bluff overlooking the
Mackenzie River and with views the
Richardson Mountains. There are 19
powered and 15 non-powered sites,
washrooms with running water and
showers, plus knowledgeable staff.

Sahtu:
MacKinnon Territorial Park
Campground [SA1]:
On the banks of the Mackenzie in
Norman Wells, this is a perfect stop
for river-trippers with eight nonpowered campsites offering great
views of the Mackenzie Mountains.

Sambaa Deh Falls Territorial Park
Campground [DH4]:
Beside the Trout River near Jean Marie
River, this campground has hiking
trails, fishing, and great views of two
waterfalls. There are 20 wooded,
non-powered campsites, washrooms
with running water and showers, and
accommodating staff.

South Slave:
Fort Providence Territorial
Campground [SS2]:
Perched on the Mackenzie River just
upstream of Fort Providence (outside
the Mackenzie Bison Sanctuary), this
placid, timber-shrouded campground
offers great fishing mere steps from its
32 powered sites.
Lady Evelyn Falls Territorial Park
Campground [SS4]:
Just outside quaint Kakisa where
the warm Kakisa River spills over
a limestone escarpment., this park
has great Grayling fishing, trails,
interpretive displays, 23 powered
sites, washrooms with running water
and showers, and thoughtful staff.
Hay River Territorial Park
Campground [SS7]:
On the sandy shores of Great Slave
Lake just a few kilometres from
downtown Hay River, this park is a
prime swimming and fishing location.
It has 43 powered sites, trails,
washrooms with running water and
showers, and helpful staff.

60th Parallel Territorial Park
Campground [SS8]:
On the banks of the Hay River at the
Alberta-Northwest Territories border,
this campground has seven nonpowered sites nestled amongst birch
and aspens. You’ll find interpretive
displays and pleasant staff at the
adjacent visitor centre.
Twin Falls Gorge Territorial Park Louise Falls Campground [SS9:]
Just south of Enterprise, this aptly
named spot overlooks Hay River Canyon
near Louise and Alexandra Falls. You’ll
find trails, lookouts, interpretive signage,
washrooms with running water and
showers, welcoming staff, and 28
powered sites.
Twin Falls Gorge Territorial Park Escarpment Creek Group Camping Area
[SS9:]
A series of small waterfalls adorn the
deep gorge of the Hay River. With its
walking trails, playground, outhouse,
kitchen shelter and 12 powered
campsites, this is the perfect place to
stay with a group.
Little Buffalo River Crossing Territorial
Park Campground [SS10]:
On the scenic Buffalo River 20
kilometres shy of Fort Resolution, this
placid campground features 20 powered
sites, a boat launch, and excellent
fishing.
Little Buffalo River Falls Territorial Park
Campground [SS11]:
En route to Fort Smith and Wood Buffalo
National Park, this campground boasts
a small waterfall and, in the gorge
below, a boat launch. There are six nonpowered sites, trails, and interpretive
displays.
Queen Elizabeth Territorial Park
Campground [SS12]:
Just outside Fort Smith, this large,
lushly wooded campground features
24 powered campsites, washrooms with
running water and showers, interpretive
information, knowledgeable staff, and a
walking trail leading to great views of the
Slave River Rapids.
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North Slave:
Fred Henne Territorial Park
Campground [NS2]:
On Yellowknife’s outskirts, this is the
territory’s busiest campground, with a
beach, boat launch, and trails amid the
outcrops. There are 75 powered sites,
another 40 without power (including
9 hike-in tent pads), washrooms
with running water and showers, and
attentive staff.
Prelude Lake Territorial Park
Campground [NS7]:
On the Ingraham Trail, Prelude has a
beach, boat launch, boat rentals and
trails. There are 79 non-powered sites
(including 12 stunning hike-in tent
pads), washrooms with running water
and showers, interpretive displays, and
caring staff.
Hidden Lake Territorial Park [NS9]:
If rustic wilderness is your thing, Hidden
Lake has 3,000 hectares of beauty
and adventure, plus two day-use
areas (Powder Point and Cameron
River). This park is undeveloped, but
backcountry camping is permitted—and
encouraged—here.
Reid Lake Territorial Park
Campground [NS12]:
Near the end of the Ingraham Trail, this
is a base for fishing, swimming, boating,
and canoeing. It has 74 non-powered
sites (including 11 tent-pads), a boat
launch, trails, washrooms with running
water and showers.
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